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Burundi 
sees Sue Communes, Announces Jun 
Dates 


EA3003 113093 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] The president of the Republic of Burundi, 
Major Pierre Buycya, this morning set out on a tour of 
communes in Ngozi Province. He started with the Mivo 
zone, where he announced precise dates for the coming 
elections. Salvator Nvuyekure reports: 


[Nvuyekure] At Mivo, Burundians were informed of the 
dates ior the great political events of this year: On | June 
we shall go to the polls to elect the head of state in a 
multiparty system. On 29 June, it will be the time for the 
legislative elections. Parties should work accordingly. 


The head of state in the various zones he visited—that is 
M:vo of Ngozi commune and Gatobo of (Gashekanwa) 
commune—again condemned those advocating division 
and civil disobedience even as far as stopping children 
from going to school. [passage omitted] 


Prime Minister Calls For Peace Before Elections 


EA 3003120893 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 0430 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] The prime minister, Adrien Sibomana, was in 
the studios of the National Radio and Television of 
Burundi on 29 March for the traditional news confer- 
ence. The prime minister met local journalists a few 
weeks before the presidential and legisiative elections 
[scheduled for | and 29 June, respectively]. He talked 
about the current political situation and security. Here is 
Prime Minister Adrien Sibomana: 


[Sibomana] The security situation is good, but things 
should be put in perspective. Here in Burundi, every 
time we have important political events which will bring 
about deep change in our country, there have always 
been small groups who try to oppose the changes. We saw 
this in 1988. We witnessed this in November 1991 and 
1992. For the last two years, there have been small 
groups which intended to fight the unity charter and the 
Constitution of the Republic of Burundi absolutely. 


Even now, on the eve of the elections we are observing 
similar signs. There are people who would like to sabo- 
tage the elections. They are operating in some parts of 
the country trying to inflame the minds of people, to 
create problems so that the elections do not take place in 
the best conditions. This is a preoccupation for the 


security organs and for democracy. [passage omitted] 


We planned to set up all structures to fight against 
destabilization. In this regard, it is the duty of political 
parties and the people to work together so that the 
[pre-election] period goes peacefully. The government 
has taken some measures to deal with any destabilization 
attempts. [passage omitted] In particular | would like to 
call on the Front for a Democratic Burundi leaders to 
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inform their members how to behave, as most of those 
who disturb order in rural Bujumbura, Ruyigi, and oiher 
regions of the country belong to the party. [passage 
omitted] 


Rwanda 


President Resigns From Ruling Party Chairmanship 
EA30032!4193 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique Rwandaise in French 1800 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] President Major General Juvenal Habyari- 
mana has resigned from the chairmanship of his political 
party, the National Republican Movemeni for Democ- 
racy and Development [MRND]. The decision was 
announced by President Habyarimana today in a mes- 
sage to the nation in the national language. 


I have made this decision, the head of state said, to avoid 
holding the office the president of the Republic and 
party chairman at the same time. The president indi- 
cated that, beginning 16 April, our country will enter a 
uew phase of broadbased transition after the peace 
agreement to end the negotiations under way in Arusha 
will have been signed. The new transition, he added, 1s to 
allow communal, legislative. and presidential elections. 


[passage omitted] 


It has been reported on numerous occasions, the presi- 
dent of the Republic added, that during the (current) 
transitional period, pclitical parties interfered too riuch 
in governmental actions. This must be corrected, he 
indicated, so that government business is clearly disso- 
ciated from party political activities. It 1s within this 
framework and to set an example, the president added, 
that in my capacity of president of the Republic elected 
by you, I have decided to resign from the head of the 
MRND party so that I can deal fully with the leadership 
of the country. The party will be led by someone else who 
will have more time for it, especially during the transi- 
tional period which we will start soon. 


However, resignation from the party chairmanship does 
not mean resignation from the party. The head of state 
said that he remained a party member. [passage omitted] 


In his message, the president said he was confident that 
the peace agreement would be signed within the allotted 
time. He called on Rwandans to remain united and 
vigilant to protect the republican institutions. 


For President Habyarimana, the next transitional gov- 
ernment should deal with three points, namely solving 
the war-displaced problem, solving the Rwandan refugee 
problem, and holding free general elections. For the head 
of state, the next transitional period should not last 
beyond the present term of office, although this rssuc will 
be the subyect of negotiations during the current round of 
the Arusha talks. [passage omitted] 
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Gasana, Military Observer Group Officer Discuss 
Violations 


EA3003 122193 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique Rwandaise in French 1800 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] In his office on 29 March, Minister of Defense 
Dr. James Gasana met the deputy commander of the 
Military Observer Group [MOG], Colonel (Dungya), to 
whom the minister expressed concern over the increase 
of Rwandan Patriotic Front [RPF] violations of the Dar 
es Salaam agreement. 


There had been three categories of violations. First 
category: occupation of the neutral zone by RPF ele- 
ments: For example, in the prefecture of Ruhengeri the 
concentration of RPF troops had been noted in the 
communes of Kinigi, Kidaho, (Vemba), Cyeru, and 
Nyamugari. [Words indistinct] in civilian clothes. In the 
prefectures of Byumba, RPF combatants based in 
Miyove and Ngenda were regularly carrying out patrols 
around (Kimihirira), Tumba, and Nyamugari. The min- 
ister also condemned the laying of mines in some areas 
of the neutral zones—this has been causing many deaths 
and injuries among people returning to the demilitarized 
zone. Second category: The recruitment and training of 
persons taken hostage during the attack of 8 February 
and the displaced people returning home—for example, 
the training centers of (Kinyababa), Butaro commune, 
and Gisoro in Uganda. Third category: Increased polit- 
ical activities such as meetings, designation of adminis- 
trative authorities, and distribution of identity cards in 
the neutral zone. 


In view of the situation, the minister of defense asked the 
MOG to install itself in the neutral zone and to do 
everything possible to assure the people's security. In 
that respect, the MOG was asked to ensure that the 
administrative authorities had access to the area in full 
security so as to assist the people. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 
H ight: Sa Members 
os ys Opposition 


AB3003 203053 Paris AFP in English 2018 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Kinshasa, March 30 (AFP)}—Zairian political 
police have kidnapped eight members of the radical 
opposition party led by President Mobutu Sese Seko’'s 
arch-rival Etienne Tshisekedi, human rights activists 
said Tuesday [30 March]. In a statement, the Zairian 
League of Human Rights said the eight members of the 
Union for Democracy and Social Progress (U DPS) were 
being held in unknown hideaways by the National Intel- 
ligence and Protection Service. The league named the 
eight and said that their families had not been allowed to 
visit them. The statement also reported, without giving 
details, “an attack by severel armed men in uniform” 
overnight Sunday against the home of Tshisekedi, whom 
Marshal Mobutu has sacked and replaced as prime 
minister. Tshisekedi’s premiership is still recognised, 
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however, by the transitional High Council of the 
Republic (HCR), which has been locked in a power 
Struggle with the country’s military ruler for months 
since ii was appointed by a national pro-democracy 
conference that declared itself sovereign. Several oppo- 
sition figures have been refused permission to leave 
Zaire at Kinshasa’s Ndjili airport, the statement said. in 
conclusion, it deplored the “major recurrence of acts of 
violence and intimidation perpetrated across the terri- 
tory by men in uniform who enjoy total impunity for 
atrocities against civilians.” [passage omitted] 


Airborne Troops Resume Exercises at CETA 26 Mar 


AB2703115693 Kinshasa Tele-Zaire Television Network 
in French 1900 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] Afier a long break, members of the Airborne 
Troops Training Center [CETA] have resumed normal 
activity. This morning at the CETA camp in the Ngeli 
area parachute landing exercises were jointly carried out 
with soldiers of the Special Presidential Division [DSP]. 
The military press was present at this resumption of 
training. Muenge Mungamas has the details: 


{[Mungamas] The CETA, which has been inoperative for 
the past few months, has just resumed its specific tradi- 
tional parachute landing activities. This morning, over 
10 take-offs took place at the Ngeli Air Force Base, 
dropping a contingent of the DSP under the command of 
the Bauma chief of staff. In all, about 260 parachute 
drops divided into automatic opening and delayed 
opening drops, as well as air refilling of kit bags varying 
between 60 and 100 kg in weight occurred. 


Indeed, it was all nice to see—nght from the inspection 
of paratroopers by instructors,—the boarding. take-offs, 
instructions given while in the plane, parachuting. and 
finally the landing. For the record, it should be remem- 
bered that the Zairian Armed Forces [ZAF] training 
facility, which has been in existence for near y three 
decades, has already received members of the armed 
forces from some friendly countries, including Togo. 
Rwanda, Burundi, Chad, Mauritania, and so forth. With 
this resumption of activity, we hope that in the near 
future the chief warrant officer from (Leao) camp will be 
able to receive members of the ZAF and. indeed, all 
those whose training program requires paratrooper 
courses. 


Like the Kotakoli Commando Training Center, the 
Kitona Base, the Kananga Officers’ Training School. the 
cluster of Military High Schools—to mention but a 
few—the CETA is the only training center of our Armed 
Forces which trains paratroopers from all our various 
units without exception. On resuming their activity, the 
CETA instructors began with a refresher course for their 
DSP colleagues at (Kontshatshi) before parachuting yes- 
terday and today without a hitch in the presence of Chief 
of Staff Munda: Makuela, staff technician. and comman- 
dant of the CETA. 
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The parachuting exercises will continue on 29 March 
with other DSP contingents, but let us come back to 
today’s activities by noting that after the exercises some 
senior DSP officers joined Staff Wing Commander 
Mukasso, commandant of the 3ist Paratroopers Bri- 
gade, at the officers’ mess where they shared a meal. It 
should be noted that t1is clearly quashes the false rumor 
being propagated by the very people who generally stand 
for division among Zairians and among the ZAF, in 
particular. This rumor alleged that there was discord 
between the DSP and the 31st Paratroopers Brigade. It 
was nothing but an illusion. We stand for a single 
commander in chief of the ZAF, a single army, and 
finally a single training center for all paratroopers and 
ZAF members. 


Joint Commission Discusses River (ragedy, 
Compensation 


AB2903123093 Kinshasa Tele-Zaire Television Network 
in French 1900 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Following the 28 February 
unfortunate incident at Brazzaville Beach when more 
than 250 Zairian men and women drowned in the Zaire 
River, Kinshasa and Brazzaville put their dialogue 
mechanism into gear to review their relations and calmly 
examine the causes of the unexpected accident. As part 
of this effort, the Congolese capital hosted the security 
subcommission of the Zaire-Congo joint commission 
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from 25 to 27 March. At the end of the deliberations, the 
Congolese agreed on the principle of compensating the 
families of the victims of the 28 February disaster. Then, 
the two sides agreed on the steps to be taken if in future 
one country is faced again with the problem of leading 
illegal aliens to the borders of the other country. 


The Zairian delegation took this opportunity to reveal to 
the press that the next session of the Zaire-Congo joint 
commission will take place in Kinshasa. 


As we can see, the incident that brought about sadness 
and emotion in our country ended well, if we may say so, 
and in a cordial atmosphere. Our neighbors have to 
know, however, that to cultivate friendship and good- 
neighborliness is not a sign of weakness. By choosing this 
path, Zaire, our country, wanted to act in line with her 
conviction that all the peoples of Africa in general and 
those sharing a common border with us in particular, 
must learn to live together in peace in order to build up 
prosperity and not to invest their energy in destabiliza- 
tion mancuvers. 


For Zaire, the policy of good-neighborliness constitutes a 
fundamental part of its diplomacy. The Zairian people in 
turn expect their neighbors to treat them likewise. 
notably by refraining from associating themselves or 
taking part in any hostile act that could jeopardize these 
relations of good-neighborliness. The time has therefore 
come to make a choice. [passage omitted] 
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Djibouti 
RPP Emergency Congress Nominates Presidential 
Candidate 


EA2803 163093 Djibouti Radio Djibouti in Somali 1700 
GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] The Popular Rally for Progress [RPP] this 
morning held an emergency congress at the Peop'e’s Hall 
at which a candidate was nominated for the forthcoming 
presidential elections due to be held on 7 May 1993. The 
party nominated Hassan Gouled Aptidon, the president 
of the Republic, to run in the elections. 


Besides nominating a presidential candidate, the mem- 
bers of the congress proposed amendments to some 
articles of the party constitution. 


On arrival at the people's hall, the president and 
chairman of the RPP party was received by Mr. Moumin 
Bahdon Farah, the party secretary general, and Mr. 
Barkat Gourad Hamadou, the prime minister of the 
Republic. 


President Hassan Gouled Aptidon later delivered a 
speech in which he said that it was important to convene 
this emergency congress of the RPP party in order to 
discuss and arrive at an agreement: First, to amend some 
articles of the party constitution in line with the coun- 
try’s Constitution; and second, to nominate a candidate 
to run in the 7 May presidential election. 


The president told the members of the congress that 
failure to unanimously agree on these two issues would 
put the country's future in jeopardy and would also put 
the interests of the great Djibouti society in a weak 
position. He urged the congressmen to perform their 
responsibilities and duties as regards these two issues in 
the spirit of patriotism, taking into account the interests 
of the Djibouti people. 


In his speech, Moumin Bahdon Farah recalled the pur- 
pose behind the holding of the emergency congress at 
which it had been hoped to nominate a presidential 
candidate and to amend some articles of the party 
constitution. 


Moumin Bahdon Farah urged the congress delegates to 
support fully President Hassan Gouled Aptidon in his 
nomination as the party's presidential candidate because 
of his proven leadership qualities during the past 16 
years, despite last year’s invasion of the country by 
armed rebels [as heard]. Mr. Moumin Bahdon Farah said 
that President Hassan had done very well in the impor- 
tant areas of the country’s life, such as social, economic, 
and political affairs, adding that the president's great 
achievements in these fields were a result of his efforts 
and wise leadership. 


The secretary general said that. given the current 
national situation, it was impurtant that the president 
continued serving the Republic with the full support of 
the congress. 
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On the president's other leadership qualities, the party 
leader said that President Hassan Gouled Aptidon had 
always worked for peace, the need for consultations, and 
the unity of the Djibouti people, contrary to those who 
wanted to divide the people and hatched conspiracies 
and fabricated lies. The president had also made progres- 
sive efforts and was in the forefront of the introduction 
of a multi-party system in the country. 


The party secretary general said that by nominating 
President Hassan Gouled Aptidon, we had in mind the 
attainment of progress and prosperity for the people. He 
said it should be remembered that the party's leadership 
could not be divided and was fully behind the president's 
policies in the Republic, saying that the congress dele- 
gates should not fall prey to those working along tribal 
lines in order to bring about disunity. The secretary 
general said our country needed to be saved economi- 
cally, politically, and socially. 


After the secretary general's speech, the members of the 
RPP party unanimously nominated President Hassan 
Gouled Aptidon as the party's candidate in the 7 May 
presidential elections. 


Afterwards, Hassan Gouled Aptidon, delivered a closing 
speech in which he said there was no need to mention 
why he had been re-elected chairman of the RPP party 
and nominated as a presidential candidate. The presi- 
dent declared his acceptance of his nomination as the 
RPP presidential candidate for the forthcoming elec- 
tions. The president said he would work to ensure the 
wellbeing of the Djibouti people, restore peace among 
the various ethnic groups, and make possible the 
advancement of multiparty system with the delegates’ 
support and confidence. [passage omitted] 


Ethiopia 


Meles Explains Negotiations With OLF, EPRDF 


EA3003202093 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1740 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[First part of interview with President Meles Zenawi by 
unidentified local reporters in Addis Ababa on 29 
March—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Reporter] Those opposing the ongoing activ- 
ities in Our Country at the moment, [words indistinct] 
and individuals who recently held a conference in Paris 
had called for the new reconciliation [words indistinct}. 
In addition to gathering unknown forces [organizations] 
and holding a meeting in Paris, they opposed the transi- 
tional government and went to the extent of saying that 
a new reconciliation conference must be organized. The 
meeting included the Southern Ethiopian People’s Dem- 
ocratic Union [SEPDU] and members of this organiza- 
tion are also members of the Transitional Government 
of Ethiopia. Now, what is the view of the Transitional 
Government on the stance of this organization. both at 
home and abroad” 


FBIS-AFR-93-060 
31 March 1993 


[Meles} Regarding the so-called Paris meeting, any orga- 
nization has a right to hold a meeting as often as it wants 
to, at any time. The major thing is what does a resolution 
adopted in such a meeting actually mean? What benefit 
would it bear? In my view, the so-called resolutions 
adopted in Paris have not caused any changes to the 
political process of our country. I have no view of their 
effectiveness. In Ethiopia any political force can carry 
Out its political aim by respecting the law and following 
a peaceful path. As far as this meeting [in Paris] ts 
concerned, to meet outside Ethiopia and speaking of 
peace and reconciliation cannot be called a peace call, 
unless it is begging and praying, by saying that it [the 
country] is at war. Because, first of all there is currently 
a peaceful atmosphere in our country. Second, there is a 
Situation whereby any political force can carry out its 
politicz: objectives in our country, by respecting law and 
order. However, it is possible to say that it cannot bring 
about any change. As regards the SEPDU., if any political 
Organization which participates in a government and at 
the same holds the stance that that government should 
not exist, then first it must exclude itself from the 
government in accordance with the well-known rule or 
by participating in a meeting which advocates the disso- 
lution of that government. This is not the way to do 
things and is not right. [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] It should be remembered that Addis Ababa 
University was closed because of the situation that 
occurred last January. In your previous press statement, 
you said that the Addis Ababa University would be 
reopened before the Eritrean referendum. Will it, in fact. 
be reopened before the Eritrean referendum” In a related 
statement from the Council of Ministers, it had been 
announced that the university would be administered by 
a board. Why was it necessary for the students to be 
administered by a board? 


[Meles] Regarding the first question, the answer is still 
that it will be reopened before the referendum. As for the 
second question, as was indicated in the decision, the 
major aim was that the university must be a center of 
education, experiment, and training, which it was sup- 
posed to be. [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] When answering our first question, you said 
that there was peace in Ethiopia. However, the Oromo 
Liberation Front [OLF] does not accept this. A recent 
statement by the OLF secretary general said the OLF was 
fighting. We have heard reports of the killing and cap- 
turing of Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic 
Front [EPRDF] soldiers. My first question is this: Is 
there still a war? Another question concerns reports that 
the EPRDF has met the OLF four times for negotiatio. «. 
The EPRDF supposedly made the outcome fruitless. The 
(OLF has said that it was told to disarm, but it did not 
want to, and that the results [of the negotiation] were not 
good, because of the EPRDF. Why did the EPRDF put 
forward this idea about disarming and why did it make 
the negotiations unsuccessful? Why was it that when the 
EPRDF and the OLF held negotiations on four occa- 
sions news of them was heard by the people of Ethiopia 
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from the OLF but nothing was heard from the Transi- 
tional Government or the EPRDF. Nothing has been 
said about the negotiations. They have remained secret. 
Why did the concerned parties of the Transitional Gov- 
ernment not negotiate with the OLF”? I want an answer to 
these questions. 


[Meles] To answer your last question, the so-called 
negotiations took place after the OLF withdrew from the 
Transitional Government, and they were between the 
Transitional Government of Ethiopia and the OLF. 


The negotiations were between the Transitional Govern- 
ment of Ethiopia and the OLF. It was clearly stated to 
the mediators and the OLF that the EPRDF had no 
reason to negotiate with *he OLF. It was clearly noted 
from the outset that if there we:e to be any negotiations 
then they should not be between the EPRDF and the 
OLF. This was accepted by the OLF and the mediators. 
So, the negotiations which were carried oul were 
between the OLF anu the Transitional Government of 
Ethiopia. 


It will be recalled that when the OLF withdrew from the 
Transitional Government it said that the Transitional 
Government had been dissolved and all the resolutions 
issued [by the government] had no legitimacy. This was 
the OLF’s stand and that was its reason for withdrawing 
from the Transitional Government. But when the OLF 
entered into negotiations, it indirectly accepted the exrst- 
ence of the Transitional Government. | reiterate that the 
negotiations were between the OLF and the Transitional 
Government of Ethiopia. 


I have been talking time and again about the presence of 
fighting, but I think I am not the one who can give the 
final answer to this question. Let the place [where 
fighting is said to be taking place] be mentioned first, 
then, since you are a reporter, you go to the area. if you 
come across any fighting, then there 1s fighting: but if you 
do not come across any fighting, then it means that there 
is no fighting. Therefore, | think it 1s impossible to say 
anymore on this issue. 


[Passage indistinct] and are released in large numbers 
But | think it 1s impossible to release those forces when 
such fighting is taking place. I think the release of those 
forces in such large numbers shows you how stable the 
security situation 1s. However, le" the scene of the 
fighting be named. The truth of the matter can only be 
ascertained by going to the area to see if there is any 
fighting. That is the only way. 


Your other question concerned who was responsible for 
the disruption of the negotiations. To answer that ques- 
tion one can turn to the observers and the mediators who 
were present. | think their views differ from those of the 
OLF secretary general. Our view was also different from 
what was said by the secretary general. One of your other 
questions was on why was the OLF disarmed or was 
asked to do so. It should be remembered that. according 
to the law, the OLF forces had been encamped, but later 
they defied the law, left the camps. and started fighting. 


According to the law, any armed force which has left its 
camp is an illegal force 2ad, therefore, it should be 
disarmed and brought under control. 


The negotiations were conducted when the OLF forces 
had done everything they could do and when the situa- 
tion was coming under control. The OLF first walked 
away from the path of peace and tried the path of war. 
Later on, when it realized that it had failed on the path of 
war, it asked for the return of its army and arms which 
had been captured and the remobilization of its army. 
However, the Transitional Government was not able to 
accept this. As I have already stated, when the OLF army 
left its camp illegally and indulged itself in antipeace 
activities, it automatically became illegal and hence was 
required to surrender its arms. When it failed to sur- 
render its arms peacefully, and when the situation was 
coming under control, the OLF then changed that trend 
into negotiation and thereby tried to get back its cap- 
tured army and arms, re-mobilize its army and plunge us 
into an unstable situation. The Transitional Govern- 
ment was unable to accept this. 


If the OLF definitely wants to solve the (?problem) 
peacefully and achieve its political objectives peacefully, 
it must understand that it can [word indistinct] and have 
an unarmed organization in Ethiopia. It would have 
been able to gain its acceptance by political means if it 
enjoyed the wide acceptance that it claims. 


[Passage indistinct] 
Kenya 


Government Reduces Fuel, Kerosene Prices 
EA2403195593 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT 24 Mar 93 


[Text] The government today reduced the prices of 
petroleum fuels and bitumen by sh [shillings] 1.54 per 
litre or kilogram of the products to reflect the lower cost 
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of importation of the products following the reintroduc- 
tion of exchange rate control by the government. 


Regular petrol now goes for shs 19.92, down from shs 
21.46. Kerosene now goes for shs | 1.84, down from shs 
12.60. Diesel shs 15.79, while cooking gas now goes for 
shs 20.97, down from shs 22.51 per kg” 


Making the announcement, the minister for energy. John 
Kyalo, told producers of goods and services to pass the 
benefits accrued from these lower fuel prices to con- 
sumers by effecting appropriate price reduction” of 
goods and services. 


Uganda 
Government Official Warns Against Propesed Boycott 


EA2703151593 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 0400 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] The third deputy prime minister and minister 
of justice, Mr. Abubakar Mayanya. has cautioned against 
the politics of confrontation, destruction, and backward- 
ness. The third deputy prime minister was commenting 
on reports which appeared in the NEW VISION. 
MUNNO, and NGABO newspapers [the latter two are 
published in the Luganda language] this week to the 
effect that some former members of the former Lukuko 
[Parliament] of Buganda had advocated for a boycott of 
the proposed constituent assembly if the memoranda 
submitted by the people of Buganda are not included in 
the draft constitution for discussion. 


According to the UGANDA NEWS AGENCY, Mr 
Mayanya told the public in his constituency of Busuyu. 
where he went to explain to the people the micro-proyects 
program for the Luwero triangle, that the suggestion of 
the former Lukiiko members is a way of taking the 
people of Buganda back to the politics of confrontation. 
destruction, and backwardness. [passage omitted] 
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SAP, SADF Man Transkei Border Posts, 
Intensify Patrols 

MB3003 172793 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1713 
GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Cape Town March 30 SAPA—The South Afnncan 
Government had decided to take immediate steps to 
improve the security of its borders with the Transkei. a 
government spokesman said on Tuesday [30 March]. 


The purpose of this action was to protect South African 
citizens from further cross-border attacks by elements of 
APLA [Azanian People’s Liberation Army] and an, 
other such organisations operating from the Transkei. 


The South African Police [SAP] and the SA Defence 
Force [SADF] would man border posts immediately on 
all roads leading to Transkei. 


Security considerations required that all persons and 
vehicles which entered the RSA from Transkei should be 
thoroughly searched. 


Border patrols would also be intensified. 


The SA Government wished to confirm that arrange- 
ments had been made for a meeting between State 
President Mr F W de Klerk and General Bantu Holomisa 
on April 5. 


ANC, PAC Denounce Attempt Te Block Homeland 


MB3103145093 Umtata Capital Radio in English 1100 
GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] The ANC [Afnncan National Congress} and PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress] have lashed out at the deploy- 
ment of South African security forces along the Transke: 
border. The organizations say the move 1s an atiempt to 
blockade the homeland. Claire Keaton has more. 


[Keaton] Border ANC media officer Mcebisi Bata. says 
the security ring around Transkei is intended as cco- 
nomic strangulation to force Holomisa on his knees 
Bata quened South Afca’s [word indistinct} that Tran- 
skei 1s a springboard for APLA [Azaman People’s Liber- 
ation Army}, saying APLA is as much in South Africa. 


The ANC national office also expressed concern about 


Meanwhile. PAC spokesman Waters Tobot:. says South 


The ANC in southern Natal says 1 takes great exception 
to President F_W. de Kierk’s literal 

skei. The ANC says it's reminiscent 
precipitated the overthrow of Chief Lebua Jonathan of 
Lesotho. ANC southern Natal chairperson Jeff Radebe 
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says the ANC says it sees what he calls De Klerk’s 
bellicose stand against Transkei as an attempt to scuttle 
negotiations, and to punish Major Bantu Holomisa for 
exposing Operation Katzen and the Goniwe death 
signal. 


De Klerk, Transkei’s Holomisa To Meet on 1 Apr 


MB3103121093 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in Enelish 1100 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] A spokesman for the police in Port Elizabeth, 
Captain Henry Chalmers has warned Sout) Afmcans 
planning to travel through Transkei that their safety 
cannot be guaranteed. He said that roadblocks had been 
erected on all routes leading into Transkei, and ihat all 
vehicles were being searched. Captain Chalmers said 
that the routes remained open. but that South Afncan 
motorists travelling through Transkei did so at their own 
msk. 


South African motorists were also warned carlicr not to 
carry firearms in Transke:. Information available indi- 
cates that the Transkei government 1s taking strict action 
against those caught with firearms in their possession 
South Afncan firearm permits are not recognized by the 
Transkeian authorities. and those caught with firearms 
face immediate arrest 


Meanwhile, t's been announced that the mecting 
between State President FW. de Kierk and the Tran- 
skeian military leader. Mayor General Bantu Holomuisa. 
which was scheduled to have been held on § April, will 
now take place tomorrow afternoon in Cape Town. 


MB3103121193 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 1113 
GMT 3! Mar 93 


[Text] Johannesburg March 3! SAPA—The proposed 
meeting between Transkeian leader Major-General 
Bantu Holomisa and President F W de Kierk on April § 
to discuss the current crisis between the two govern- 
ments. has been moved forward to Apr! |. Gen Holo- 
musa said in an interview on Wednesday |}! March] “a 
third party” had arranged the mecting acid had “insisted 
on a peaceful resolution of the looming conflict” 
between the two countnes 


The meeting 1s scheduled to take place at Tuynhurs., the 
State president's official residence in Cape Town, at § 
PM on Thursday 


The talks follow weeks of increased tension between 
Transkei and South Africa following alleged cross-border 
APLA [Azaman People's Liberation Army] attacks on 
South Afncan citizens. A Goldstone Commission provi- 
sional report released Wednesday last week stated APLA 
had used the Transke: as a springboard for attacks into 
South Afnca Thrs was strongly denied by Gen Holo- 
misa. who called the Croldstone ( ommission a “kanga- 
roo court” 
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The government on Wednesday deployed police and 
Defence Force members at all border points on roads 
leading to Transkei. All people aad vehicles entering 
South Africa from Transkei are being searched and 
border patrols in the area have been intensified. 


Gen Holomisa said in a statement on Wednesday, the 

success of Thursday's meeting would hinge on a fair and 

~ ~~ aaamcesieta cama by hard facts 
reality. 


He said any heightened tension between the Transke: 
and South Africa affected the entire South African 
political spectrum. As a result of (hus an entrusted “third 
party” had insisted on the resoluuon of the conflict. He 
declined to name the “third party”. 


The Transkei delegation accompanying Gin Holomisa 
to Thursday's talks will consist of several Transkei 
defer.-~ ‘orce members and the minister of police, 
Coionect W M Ndzwayiba: defence force chief-of-staff, 
Colonel L M Bengu; and director of military intellligence 
Colonel A F Sobuwa. 


Hoiomisa Discusses APIA Bases, Goldstone Findings 


MB3003202193 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 1830 GMT 36 Mar 93 


[From the “Agenda” program] 


[Text] Earlier this evening the government announced 
that 1 would take immediate steps to improve the 
security of South Africa's borders with Transkei. This 
follows mounting tensions around the role of Transkei in 
terror attacks on South African civilians. The govern- 
ment’s actions come after an exchange of strongly 
worded communiques between the two governments. 
This tension is to surface at multiparty talks on 
Thursday. In the studio now is Transkei's leader, Major 
General Bantu Holomisa, and he talks to our political 
correspondent, Lester Venter. 


[Venter] General, good evening and welcome. 
[Holomisa] Good evening, Lester. 

[Venter] APLA [Azanian People’s Liberation Army] 
bases in Transkei, yes or mo. Are they there or aren't 
they” 

[Holomisa] There are no APLA bases in Transkei. 
[Venter] Training facilities?” 

{[Holomisa] No training facilities. 


[Venter] Arms supplied to APLA, either from the Tran- 
skei or via the Transkei? 


[Holomisa] Not to our knowledge. 


[Venter] Is there an official PAC [Pan-Afnicanist Con- 
gress] presence in the Transkei” 
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[Holomisa] The PAC and APLA has been unbanned 
unconditionally in Transkei. as is the case in South 
Afnnca. 


[Venter] Does that mean ar 2aswer yes to the question 
that there 1s a PAC presence there? 


[Holomisa] Yes, they are there. 

[Venter] But not APLA’ 

{Holomisa}] APL is there as well. 

[Venter] APLA is there as well. 

{Holomisa} As you have them in your country here 


[Venter] All mght General, lets explore the difference 
hetween your saying that APLA 1s there, but they don't 
have any bases there. so what 1s it that APLA is doing in 
Transkei” 


[Holomisa] The APLA members individually stay in 
their homes, or together with their relatives. Like here 
yo will find a member of APLA in Soweto. For 
instance, last week we were told by South Africa that it 
has detained 18 members of APLA. They didn't detain 
them from or took inem from a base 


[Venter] So these are members of APLA living in the 
Transkei, but living there as ordinary citizens and not 
indulging in any APLA activities” 


[Holomisa] As far as I can remember. 


[Venter] Let's take a look at some of the evidence that 
was put before the committee of the Goldstone Commis- 
sion. A certain Mr. A gave evidence in camera that he 
had received his training in Transkei. In a court case in 
which judgment was given in February this year, in 
Bloemfontein, another person gave evidence to similar 
effect, and in a case in Aliwal North, regional court, on a 
case number dated 1992. similar evidence was given, in 
which the judge found three sets of evidence corrobo- 
rated one another. Given the fact that these evidences 
pre-date the current controversy, how do you imagine 
such a situation arose where different people at different 
places. different times, gave the same evidence” 


[Holomisa] Well you have already referred to a certain 
Mr. A, let's keep it that way at that level. One would have 
expected that because we have good relations with South 
Africa, we still have diplomatic ties, despite their belli- 
cose approach in handling matters of this nature. One 
would have expected them to ask the embassy there to 
arrange to conduct an inspection in loco [as heard] so 
that this issue 1s proved beyond reasonable doubt. To 
talk about someone who gave evidence, and you don't 
even mention his name—I'm going to have a problem to 
argue with that. 


[Venter] | see, and the other cases in the two courts 
mentioned” 
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[Holomisa] | think they are in the same boat. So South 
Africa, if they wanted to make sure that they are han- 
dling the whole exercise above board, was to conduct an 
inspection in loco, so that he will satisfy even the 


[Venter] Do you dismiss the validity of this evidence 
given on the basis that the .... 


{[Holomisa, interrupting] Unfortunately | have not yet 
(perused) through the court proceedires. It would be 
unwise of me £0 just dismiss it, bu’ alue there is 
a question mark. 


[Venter] You don’t accept it? 
{Holomisa] There is a question mark surrounding that. 


[Venter] Well let's move to the Goldstone Commission 
itself then, you were going to be asked to respond to the 
preliminary findings of the Commistion's report by 
April the 8th. Failing with response, the commission will 
accept that its findings are in fact conclusive. Will you or 
won't you? 


[Holomisa] Well Lester, it’s like John Major of Britain 
having a commission in his country and asking President 
Mitterrand by force to come and give evidence in a 
commission of inquiry conducted in Britain. But let me 
put you at ease, and I would like you to give a (?verdict) 
after I've given you this information. You must say, not 
guilty and discharged, or guilty. Give me two minutes of 
your time. Last year the South Afncan Government 
complained that there were APLA activities from Tran- 
skei, and they said Goldstone Commission must inves- 
tigate that. Transkei Government said we cannot accept 
the Goldstone Commission because ii has been 
appointed in terms of the South African constitution, 
and secondly we are not signatories of the Peace Accord. 
Okay, but to "rove that we were cooperative, we said to 
the South African Government, we would like to get 
Goldstone himself to come and head an independent 
inquiry in Transkei... 


[ Venter, interrupting} I'm afraid we must leave th.s, well 
take up too much time. 


[Holomisa] All mght, then the South African Govern- 
ment replied to say Goldstone will not be available, but 
Transkei, get another judge. We did submit the name. 
Guess what happened? On the 24th of February 1993, 
the South African Government sent this diplomatic 
note. | quote: The main interest of the South African 
Government in the proposed Transkei Commission was 
its brief to investigate APLA activities. According to 
present indications, the findings of the committee of 
Goldstone Commission into APLA activities in the 
whole of the Eastern Cape will be comprehensive and 
sufficient, and will become available soon. The offer to 
provide a judge for the Transkei Commission therefore 
falls away. What's your verdict? 


[Venter] | must ask you why the Goldstone Commission 
wasn't good enough for you” 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 9 


{[Holomisa] No, no. What is your verdict” 


[Venter, laughing] General, i'm not im a position to 
answer questions on this particular issue. | have no 
authority in the matter whatsoever... 


{Holomisa, interrupting] Who's fooling who here” 


[Venter] General, wh, was the Goldstone Commission 
not good enough? Why did you refuse the original 
invitation of the commussior to appear? 


[Holomisa] Transkei is an independent state. It has got 
its OWN Constitution, and 11s own president. What you see 
here in the Goldstone Commission, the Nats [National 
Party] are manipuiating this commission. For instance, 
it has been appointed in terms of the National Peace 
Accord [NPA]. and one would have expected that the 
findings of each inquiry should have been tabled to 
{NPA Chairman] Mr. Mall, and that all the signatories of 
the Peace Accord are given, but guess what's happening” 
It’s always given to one man. and that's President de 
Klerk, and he helds it and releases 1t when i suits him 


[Venter, interrupting} But 


[Holomisa, interrupting] Wait, wart, wait. An indepen- 
dent country—I've made a good example by quoting 
Britain—and nowhere... [changes thought] If South 
Africa wanis to investigate API 4 activities, that offer of 
Transkei of an independent commission of inquiry 
without including civil servants still stands. 


[Venter] May I interrupt you there, because we've made 
that point... 


[Holomisa, interrupting] Let's understand this also, 
Goldstone... 


[ Venter, interrupting] General, | appeal to you, we must 
move on from that... 


{[Holomisa] ...Goldstone is not chairing all the sessions 
Even in this APLA fiasco, he has never sat or presided 
over this; it's headed by the civil servants, and ex-crvil 
servants. 


[Venter] All mght, General, what we have now 1s that you 
won't reply... 


[Holomisa, interrupting] How can you pronounce judg- 
ment after that” 


[Venter] ...that you will not respond to the Goldstone 
Commission iy April the 8th..” 


{[Holomisa] All night, on the 8th of April, you will 
understand by that time that Goldstone has already 
sentenced us in absentia. 


[Venter] ..make a comment on the evidence already 
placed before the commission, that you can refute nt if 
you're in a position to do so” 


{Holomisa] In terms of the Transkei Constitution, I'm 
not obliged to go to another country and give evidence 
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[Venter] Yes, but would you not... 
{Holomisa, interrupting] I am not... 


[Venter, interrupting] If the Goldstone Commission is 
good enough for the United Nations, the OAU, the 
Commonwealth observers, even parties inside South 
Africa, such as the ANC [African National Congress], 
isn’t it good enough for General Holomisa? 


{Holomisa] No. South Africa recognizes the indepen- 
dence of Transkei, and if they have people whom they 
think they want, they are free to extradite them. There- 
fore on the 8th of April Goldstone can take his decision, 
Transkei will not be there. Come the military force, 
which you see around our borders, we are not going to be 
there. 


[Venter] May I ask you for your comment on the news 
this evening that the government, the South African 
Government, has secured its borders around Transkei? 


[Holomisa] We have noted this bellicose approach by the 
South African Government. It is within their right to 
deploy their security forces the way they like it, within 
their jurisdiction. 


{Venter] General, do you think of yourself as a democrat? 


{[Holomisa] I am not sure what you are up to when you 
ask that question. 


[Venter] I want to know what your approach to these 
issues are—the spirit of cooperation; how one might 
expect you to pursue the issue. I’m pointing to the fact 
that you’re a military ruler. You arrived in office not by 
winning that office by a vote, but by seizing that office. 
You have spoken about a referendum in your country on 
reincorporation; that referendum hasn’t taken place. 
You’ve made no move to return your country to civilian 
rule. 


[Holomisa] I guess that, Lester, in the context of South 
African politics there are very few democrats, including 
you. yresident. But let me say the last word before we 
stop. When we address the violence in the context of 
South African politics, we will never do so without 
addressing the mother of all violence, in this case the 
present government, as has been shown in the Operation 
Katzen, where the head of the Defense Force, ministers, 
president planned to remove people permanently. 


[Venter] General, your remarks on that issue are well 
known. Given the nature of the language that you've 
used in our discussion, given the nature of the situation, 
where is this tension between the two countries going to 
end. What could it possibly lead to? 


{[Holomisa] The tension will end the day the people 
speak the truth. I’ve already read this diplomatic note to 
you, and by now the public know who is the culprit. 


[Venter] What do you mean? Explain. Who’s the culprit? 
In what sense? I don’t follow you. 
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[Holomisa] We offered to cooperate with South Africa, 
and they came back to us to say: We don’t want you to... 
{changes thought] We’re not going to second you a judge. 


[Venter] But have you not just told us that you refuse to 
cooperate by recognizing the Goldstone Commission, as 
everybody, even on an international footing, does? 


{[Holomisa] No. There is a technicality here, my friend. 


[Venter] A technicality? Is that good enough to prevent 
the issue being resolved? 


[Holomisa] If South Africa wants to discuss that, they 
must not enforce into our... [changes thought] They must 
come and discuss with us. We have already offered to 
say, bring us a judge. 


[Venter] Weil, on that technicality, General, we are going 
to have to leave the issue. 


Pilatus Company President Reportedly Fired 


MB3 103071093 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 1830 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[From the “Agenda” program] 


[Text] Now, new developments in the continuing Pilatus 
saga. Following our Sunday [28 March] program many 
viewers reacted positively, calling for further revelations. 


Yesterday, the Minister of Defense accused Agenda of 
being one-sided, despite the fact that the Air Force and 
Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South Africa] had 
ample opportunity to state their case. Today we received 
information that (Walter Hubler), president of the Pil- 
atus Aircraft Company in Switzerland, has been fired. 
The reason, the sale of a number of Pilatus PC-7 aircraft 
to Burma. These aircraft are capable of carrying arma- 
ments and are being used in an offensive role agairt 
insurgent forces in that country. 


It’s also been confirmed that in the late 1980"s 53 Pilatus 
PC-7’s were sold to Iraq and 35 to Iran. These aircraft 
were used by Iraq to bomb Iran during the Iran-Iraq war. 
Iraq also used these planes to bomb the Marsh Arabs in 
the south of that country. A second batch of Pilatus 
aircraft was not delivered to Iraq due to United Nations 
embargo. Unconfirmed reports state that the Iraqi air- 
craft were fitted with spray tanks for chemical warfare 
operations. 


Agenda will keep you informed of any new developments 
and plans a debate on the matter next Monday [5 April]. 


Police Issue Arrests for ‘Senior’ APLA Operatives 


MB3 103084293 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0746 
GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Pretoria March 31 SAPA—The SA [South Africa] 
Police on Wednesday [31 March] announced that war- 
rants of arrest for two men they said were senior Azanian 
Peoples Liberation Army [APLA] operatives had been 
approved by the attorney-general of the Transvaal. The 
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warrants of arrest were issued after the two men, Abram 
Magagula, alias Gags, and Simon Ngcime failed to 
appear before a committee of the Goldstone Commis- 
sion on January 29 this year after they were summonsed. 
The chairman of the committee then referred the matter 
to the attorney-general of the Transvaal. 


“After an investigation into the matter, the attorney- 
general ordered that (the two men) be prosecuted on a 
charge of contravening Section 13 (A) read with Section 
8 (1) (C) of the Prevention of Public Violence and 
Intimidation Act, 1991. Warrants for the arrest of the 
said persons were then issued.” 


The police statement charged that Magagula is the 
“*national coordinator of APLA ‘task forces’ and 
Ngcime “is the chief of APLA: Western Cape”’. 


“It is suspected that Abram Magagula and Simon 
Ngcime are in the Witwatersrand and Western Cape 
areas respectively.” 


Anyone with information is urgently requested to con- 
tact Major H Prinsloo at (012) 310-1337 during office 
hours or call the toll-free “Crime-Stop” number at 
0800111213. All information will be dealt with confi- 
dentially, the police said, adding pictures of the men 
were available on request. 


SABC Board Term of Office Extended 2 Months 


MB3103154493 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1449 
GMT 31 Mar 93 


{Text] House of Assembly March 31 SAPA—The SABC 
{South African Broadcasting Corporation] board's term 
of office, due to expire at midnight on Wednesday [31 
March], would be extended for two months, the minister 
of home affairs, Mr Louis Pienaar, said on Wednesday. 


Speaking in an interpellation debate, he said, regretfully 
it had not been possible to conclude negotiations on the 
appointment of a new board before the the present one’s 
term ended. 


However, Mr Peter Soal (DP [Democratic Party] Johan- 
nesburg North) said, the government was dragging its 
heels, and had a secret plan to avoid an impartial board 
to represent the broad South African population. 


He understood the government proposal was a 21- 
member board of which seven would be secretly 
appointed by a panel, seven by the state president, and 
the remaining seven would be members of the existing 
board retained for the sake of continuity. 


“Fourteen board members will be appointed by the 
government. So the more things change the more they 
Stay the same.” 


The government’s intentions were opaque and murky, 
and it had to realise that it could not continue to 
manipulate the broadcasting process and control the 
flow of information. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA il 


Mr Pienaar said discussions with interested parties 
would probably be continued on Thursday and Friday. 


Consensus had been reached on many points, but a 
number of matters remained unsettled. Radio and tele- 
vision were bound to play an essential role in the coming 
elections. 


The government would like to see a board broadly 
representative of the whole population, and still believed 
it would be possible to achieve that objective. 


Lebowa Chief Minister Reports on Assassination Plots 


MB3003 161093 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1553 
GMT 30 Mar 93 


[By Andrew Lefoka] 


[Text] Lebowakgomo Mar 30 SAPA—Plots to assassi- 
nate Lebowa’s Chief Minister Nelson Ramodike had 
been made, and bugging devices had been found in his 
office as well as in the cabinet’s conference room, the 
self-governing territory's leader announced on Tuesday 
[30 March]. 


Mr Ramodike, who made sweeping changes to his 
administration, said: “The general public is entitled to 
know that evil plans have already been arranged for my 
assassination and the assassination of some Lebowa 
policemen”. 


A departmental chief director, seconded to Lebowa from 
South Africa, was “forthwith released of his functions”, 
after the bugging devices were found, Mr Ramodike told 
a news conference in the Lebowa’s capital of Leb- 
owakgomo outside Pietersburg. 


In addition, he called on State President F W de Klerk to 
recall seconded white technicians attached to the 
Department of Public Works and Transport, who were 
placed in his offices without approval of the cabinet. 


Mr Ramodike said a private company would be 
appointed to investigate the bugging devices. 


A successful search for the bugs was launched “after an 
impeachment into the confidential decisions of the cabi- 
net”. 


Mr Ramodike also announced the suspension of cabinet 
minister Chief L C Mothiba, pending investigations into 
“certain matters”. 


On the alleged plot to assassinate him, Mr Ramodike 
said: “Our police for example received a message from 
Nebo (in the Lebowa area) on Monday night that a white 
Cressida full of thugs ...was sent from Nebo to come and 
attack Lebowa police at the gates of ministerial resi- 
dences and the Lebowa government offices”. 


“My attention has also been drawn to the fact that about 
eight Lebowa MPs, among them a cabinet minister or 
ex-cabinet and/or some ex-cabinet ministers are behind a 
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plot to assassinate me after having failed to overthrow 
my administration with ...some white people.” 


The chief minister also announced investigations into 
“wicked ways and methods applied in the recruitment 
drive of traditional rulers by some white groups and 
individuals in Lebowa aimed at overthrowing my 
administration”. 


Mr Ramodike said efforts were being made to substitute 
his administration with a “puppet” who would facilitate 
the recruitment drive of Lebowe people into anti- 
Patriotic Front political parties. 


The Patriotic Front consists mainly of African National 
Congress-aligned organisations. Mr Ramodike also 
announced that Lebowa’s ruling party would form an 
alliance with the Patriotic Front. 


He warned the South African Government not to desta- 
bilise the self-governing territory. 


“We want to make it abundantly clear that any further 
attempts by the white minority government to directly 
and indirectly destabilise our area or to continuously 
make use of protagonists and surrogates of the apartheid 
policy will result in a closing shop of the Lebowa 
legislative assembly.” 


“It is uncalled for that people should be used to force me 

to form alliances with the oppressor,” Mr Ramodike 

said. 

The cabinet changes announced by the chief minister 

are: 

—Mr Ramodike, minister of law and order and traffic; 

—Chief M M Marishane, minister to the cabinet in 
charge of the Department of Justice, commission of 
administration and government expenditure; 

—Chief K P Phasha, minister of agriculture and envi- 
ronmental conservation; 

—Chief M M Matlala, minister of finance; 

—Mr N B Papo, minister of economic affairs and 
planning, 

—Mr M J Mahlangu, minister of education; 

—Mr M I Moroamoche, minister of home affairs; 

—Chief M N Malekana, minister of health, social wel- 
fare and pensions; and 

—Mr L A Mamabolo, deputy minister of justice. 


ANC Natal Midlands’s Gwala Considers Retirement 


MB3003 185693 Johannesburg SAPA in English 182° 
GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Pietermaritzburg Mar 30 SAPA—Contro\ ersial 
African National Congress [ANC] leader Harry Cwula 
says he is thinking of retiring at the end of the year, but 
he may change his mind if the people so demand. 


Mr Gwala, 72, said on Tuesday he wanted to step down 
as chairman of the Natal Midlands region at the congress 
towards the end of the year, and also retire as a member 
of the ANC’s supreme decision making body, the 
National Executive Committee. 
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“I am very old now. I think I need some rest and time to 
be a good grandfather to my six grandchildren.” 


Mr Gwala’s daughter Lulu died last year and her four 
children were left in his care. 


The Midlands leader’s retirement is not cut and dried yet 
however. 


“In the struggle one does not live for onesself, but for the 
people. If the people insist that I should stay on I may be 
forced to heed their demand,” he said. 


Mr Gwala has caused controversy in the past by, among 
other things, announcing weapons were needed in Natal 
if ANC members were to fight the Inkatha Freedom 
Party in the troubled province. 


But a few weeks ago he took a new course, issuing an 
open invitation to Inkatha to join him in working for 
peace in the region by holding joint rallies. 


“I still stand by that call. I am waiting to hear from them. 
I feel strongly that peace initiatives should start from 
below and not above with senior leadership.” 


Mr Gwala has spent little time with his family, as he has 
been in and out of prison since the *50s. 


Mr Gwala was arrested in 1952, detained during the 
state of emergency in 1960-63 and in 1964 was sentenced 
to eight years imprisonment on Robben Island for 
treason. 


In 1975, soon after his release, he was rearrested and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. 


He was released due to illness in December 1988, but 
was restricted until the ANC was unbanned in 1990. 


Mr Gwala’s wife died while he was still in prison. He was 
not permitted to bury her. 


ANC Rejects Meiring Remarks on Integration of MK 


MB3 103082693 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2135 
GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar 30 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] rejected any suggestion that 
the SADF [South African Defense Force] could function 
as the basis of the future Defence Force in a democratic 
society, spokesman Carl Niehaus said on Tuesday [30 
March] night. He was reacting to Army Chief Lt-Gen 
Georg Meiring’s statement earlier this week that Umkh- 
onto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation—MK; ANC military 
wing] cadres could be integrated into the current South 
African Defence Force if they met certain conditions. 


“It is highly irregular when the head of the army, who 
claims to be above politics and to serve all the people of 
South Africa, enters the political fray,” said Mr Niehaus. 
Lt-Gen Meiring had made a number of political state- 
ments in the past, “interestingly enough always attacking 
MK and supporting the positions of the national party 
government”. 
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Mr Niehaus said that for most South Africans, the SADF 
was the “private army of the NP [National Party], 
defending apartheid and white privilege”. 


“The only way the security forces can regain their 
legitimacy is through a negotiated settlement that brings 
all the armed formations in South Africa under multi- 
party control in terms of the sub-committee of the 
transitional executive council. A new and legitimate 
defence force can only be constructed through the for- 
mation of a new democratic army where all join on an 
equal basis, and the reincorporation of one force by 
another,” Mr Neihaus said. 


CP Warns NECC, Government on Planned Mass 
Action 

MB3 103084193 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2041 
GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Cape Town Mar 30 SAPA—The Conservative 
Party [CP] wanted to warn the NECC [National Educa- 
tion Coordination Committee] and the government that 
the planned mass-action by the NECC against white 
schools would be like a spark in a powderkeg, CP 
spokesman on education and training, Mr Kobus Beyers, 
said on Tuesday [30 March]. 


In a statement reacting to an NECC announcement that 
it was planning sit-ins at white schools, he said the CP 
had foreseen that the government would be defenceless 
against such a threat. “That is why the CP has started 
mobilisation and we are appealing to all parents and 
teachers in white schools to join so that we can protect 
ourselves, our children and our schools. If the govern- 
ment is too useless to do this, we will do it ourselves.” 


The government’s reaction to the NECC threat was 
symptomatic of one that had lost the will to govern and 
had apparently already become part of the revolutionary 
onslaught against whites. 


PAC Document Outlines Socialized Economic System 


MB3003 120793 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 30 Mar 93 p 4 


[Unattributed report: “PAC Economic Strategy Outlined”] 


[Text] The PAC’s [Pan-Africanist Congress] latest economic 
policy positions envisage the redistribution of power, influ- 
ence and control in private and public corporations to 
realise “actual and potential African managers”. 


A document released yesterday by PAC economic affairs 
secretary Sipho Shabalala calis for a “socialised eco- 
nomic system” under which equity and ownership would 
be redistributed to workers and African community- 
based trusts. 


A socialised economic order was characterised by the 
combination of the ownership and utilisation of produc- 
tive economic assets with direct participation of “social 
producers”, the document said. 
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These producers would also be the direct beneficiaries 
from the products of social labour, “produced under 
non-exploitative capital-labour relationship”. 


The “socialisation process” would be democratic and 
spread ownership and management of economic institu- 
tions to individuals directly involved in social produc- 
tion, and provide time and resources to Africans for the 
acquisition of technical and managerial skills. 


Decisions would be made at the level of democratic 
economic Organisations, not by “bureaucratic political 
elites”. 


Economic growth was rejected in favour of economic 
development because “economic growth confines itself 
to the quantitative increase in the goods and services in 
a country without taking into account the degree and 
level of participation by citizens in the production and 
consumption of produced goods and services”. 


Recommended strategies included massive investment 
to meet “politicised but absolutely necessary social con- 
sumption needs of the African people”, represented by 
housing, education, nutrition, health facilities, clean and 
safe water and energy. 


Land distribution to the smaller African producer would 
also take place. 


Budget for Black Education Increases 25 Percent 


MB3 103073093 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
English 1800 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Thousands more teaching posts and an extra 
billion rands for black schools, that is what the govern- 
ment has in mind for black education this year. The 
package unveiled by the Department of Education and 
Training in Cape Town today makes provision for a 25 
percent increase in spending on black education. 


[Begin recording] (Conrad Burke, SABC reporter] Min- 
ister of Education and Training Sam de Beer told a news 
briefing there was no unilateral restructuring of educa- 
tion by Government. What was happening was a leveling 
of the playing fields. Government was committed to 
establishing a national negotiating forum, and discus- 
sions were on the go, and he was satisfied that the 25 
percent increase in money spent on black education 
would make a meaningful difference, and this is the 
difference compared to last year—130 million rands 
more for books and stationery, 6,500 additional teaching 
posts, and a total budget of 5.7 billion rands, up 25 
percent from last year’s 4.5 billion rands. Mr. de Beer 
emphasized that the state on its own could not provide 
education to the satisfaction of all. 


[De Beer] We are committed in involving all parties who 
have a vested interest in the education of our children in 
negotiating the new dispensation. My colleague is at the 
moment in very close contact with these other parties, 
and they are working out structures, and I have no doubt 
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that this is of the utmost importance that all parties must 
make a major input in this whole process. 


[Burke] But it’s a battlefield out there. 


[De Beer] In some areas, yes, it is; and that is very sad 
because I think if all our children really utilized the 
opportunities which are provided to them optimally we 
can make a major contribution in addressing the educa- 
tional needs of our children. [end recording] 


31 Mar Review of Press Editorials, Commentaries 
MB3103120293 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Need To Place All Armies Under One Control— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 31 March in a 
page 22 editorial believes the question now facing poli- 
ticians is how to bring “all [preceding word in italics] 
armies under responsible control.” “In particular, the 
liberation movements need to demonstrate that they can 
‘deliver’ their armed wings to the negotiating table— 
intact, in full, and immediately. By the same token, the 
Government must stop holding up the process by 
refusing to talk about the future of the SADF [South 
African Defense Force] and SAP [South African Police] 
in the same breath as that of Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear 
of the Nation—MKj], APLA [Azanian People’s Libera- 
tion Army], the KwaZulu Police, the TVBC [Transkei- 
Bophuthatswana-Venda-Ciskei] defence forces and all 
other more-or-less organised armed formations.” “Of 
course President de Klerk is frightened of being seen to 
surrender his complete control of the State security 
forces. But he must close his ears to the shrieks of the 
right wing, because such power-sharing is a necessary 
condition for successful transition. On the other side of 
the political divide, the ANC [African National Con- 
gress] and PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] must prepare 
to deliver their armies holus-bolus—on the strict under- 
standing that if there are renegades who refuse to obey 
their leaders, they are criminals.” 


‘Casualness’ of Government Wies—The disclosure that 
South Africa had atomic bo..0s comes as “no surprise” 
to Allister Sparks writing in an article on page 22. “It was 
one of those dark secrets everyone knew. The only 
surprising thing is the casualness with which the Gov- 
ernment has admitted once again that it has been lying 
for years.” The government's justification for the atomic 
bombs, Operation Katzen, and the “accompanying lies” 
is that South Africa was facing ““extraordinary times’ 
that called for extraordinary measures. But that in itself 
is a lie. There was nothing extraordinary about the 
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situation we were in: it was simply that the Government 
was trying to justify and forcibly maintain an oppressive 
system against the growing resistance of the majority of 
the population.” “The bombs are gone now, thank God. 
But the legacy of lies, I'm afraid lives on.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


“Widespread Disquiet’ Over MK Takeover of Security 
Forces—“Control of any country’s security forces 
belongs with government, and before there can be ‘joint 
control’ in South Africa there must at least be a properly 
constituted transitional authority,” declares a page 12 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 31 March. Law and Order Minister Hernus Kriel did 
“not choose his words carefully in Parliament this week 
when he accused the ANC of wanting to grab control of 
the security forces, but he probably reflected widespread 
disquiet at the thought of Umkhonto we Sizwe com- 
manders simply taking over key roles in the Defence 
Force.” “What is needed now, on the eve of resumed 
multiparty talks, 1s rational discussion, not emotional 
rhetoric.” 


SOWETAN 


Government ‘Overly Touchy’ About SADF—*The 
insensitivity with which emotional matters such as secu- 
rity are dealt with by the governing party is unaccept- 
able,” notes a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 31 March. “For a member of 
the Government to call MK a bunch of criminals is 
insulting and undiplomatic. It is also dangerous in that it 
muddies the waters for successful talks. The Govern- 
ment is overly touchy about the SADF. We suspect this 
eagerness to please the military has a lot to do with fears 
the Government has for that constituency. It is common 
cause that most hard rightwingers have a presence or an 
influence in the armed forces.” 


CITY PRESS 


Motives Behind ‘Misguided’ Pupil Demonstrations— 
“This week's display of ‘pupil power’ in the streets of 
Johannesburg once more demonstrated the urgent need 
for government, parents and teachers to take control of 
education,” warns Johannesburg CITY PRESS in 
English on 28 March in a page 6 editorial. “The motives 
of the political masters of these misguided children are 
becoming more and more suspect. It does seem these 
politicians are either afraid to call these children to 
order, or they do not want to gamble away possible votes 
in a future election. Whatever the reasons for their 
disgraceful silence, they wi!l be accountable for the 
disaster they are helping to build. Whoever takes over 
the government of this country will have to live with the 
added problem of these children.” 
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Angola 


FAA Denies Reports UNITA Captured Cuito City 


MB3003 194593 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] The Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] General Staff 
has denied reports that National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] troops have taken the 
city of Cuito, capital of Bie Province. Brigadier Jose 
Manuel Jota, spokesman for the FAA General Staff, has 
said intense fighting is under way in Cuito and 
Menongue. Brigadier Jota was reacting to a report by 
Portugal’s LUSA news agency, which quoted the Voice 
of the Resistance of the Black Cockerel—Vorgan: 
UNITA’s radio station—as reporting that Jonas 
Savimbi’s men had taken Cuito and were waiting for 
Menongue to fall at any time. Brigadier Jota confirmed 
that UNITA forces had occupied certain positions— 
notably Comarca, Catembo, and Caluanda Wards—but 
had been pushed back from those positions in clashes 
three days ago. A total of 29 UNITA men were killed. 
The FAA forces also captured two UNITA soldiers and 
war materiel. Radio Angola’s correspondent in Bie Prov- 
ince reports shortages of food and medicines for the 
people, some of whom ai: already dying. 


Frontline Heads of State To Hold Emergency Meeting 


MB2703083193 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Text] A source in the Angolan Government told 
ANGOP yesterday that the Frontline heads of state are 
to hold an emergency meeting in Harare, the Zimba- 
bwean capital, in early April and he added the main 
point on the agenda will be the situation in Angola. 


The war caused by the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] and its avoiding dia- 
logue for a negotiated settlement to the conflict will be at 
the center of that meeting to be attended by the Angolan, 
Botswana, Mozambican, Namibian, Tanzanian, Zam- 
bian, and Zimbabwean heads of state and government. 
ANGOP has learned that Angola will be represented by 
Prime Minister Marcolino Moco and Foreign Affairs 
Minister Venancio de Moura. 

Namibia is also expected to express its concerns at the 
meeting, notably with regard to UNITA’s threats to 
extend the conflict to that country by attacking its 
interests in Angola. Those interests include Ruacana 
Dam, which supplies power to southern Angcla and 
northern Namibia. 


Aircraft Reportedly Move War Materiel to 
Moixico Province 

MB2703081793 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Text] There has been much movement of Soviet-made 
military aircraft carrying large quantities of war materiel 
to eastern Moixico Province. Sources in the Armed 
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Forces for the Liberation of Angola [FALA] General 
Staff have reported the following flights: more than 30 by 
Antonov-26 aircraft; 16 ty Hercules C-130 aircraft; and 
five flights by Antonov-124, carrying BMP-1 armored 
cars, soldiers, and many foreigners, including black 
Cubans who are artillery specialists and are deployed at 
(Eucaliptos) Hospital in Luena. 


The sources in the FALA General Staff feel the presence 
of those Cuban forces poses a major threat to stability 
along the eastern border and even to the neighboring 
Republic of Zambia. Should those movements be aimed 
at attacking civilians or National Union for the Total 


Independence of Angola [UNITA] forces, the FALA 
forces will then have to reply, the forces said. 


UN’s Anstee Discusses Distribution of Relief Aid 


MB3003091693 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Ms. Margaret Anstee, special representative of 
the UN secretary general, says that the UN Angola 
Verification Mission [UNAVEM] wants to distribute 
humanitarian aid to every Angolan, though it 1s neces- 
sary that the government and the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] sign a cease-fire 
accord. 


[Begin Anstee] I would like to say something about a well 
known UN position. Our duty is to see to it that 
humanitarian aid reaches the needy, regardless of where 
they live. In a war situation it becomes very difficult to 
do that. We know that many people are suffering right 
now. Like I said in the past, it 1s not possible to distribute 
aid if there is no agreement between the two sides. 
Moreover, it is not possible to effectively distribute 
humanitarian aid without a truce or a cease-fire. I think 
that it is indispensable to have a truce or a cease-fire as 
soon as possible. I think that everybody knows that I 
have done my utmost to achieve that goal but so far it 
has not been possible to reach a truce or a cease-fire. 
That does not mean that we have given up because... 


[Reporter, interrupting] Why does UNAVEM not send 
aid to Cuito, Menongue and [words indistinct]? 


[Anstee] We are willing to send aid to Menongue, Cuito 
and to any other place. We are not discriminating. 
Please, I think that it is very important that the news 
media does not create problems where they do not exist. 
I repeat, our position is to distribute aid to the Angolan 
people as a whole, namely civilians. | repeat: Wherever 
they are. Despite difficulties, we have not stopped 
attending to requests wherever they come from. [end 
recording} 


Margaret Anstee was speaking at the end of a meeting 
she had with a delegation of women from Angolan 
political parties, who are seeking a plausible solution to 
the war. The delegation, which included members of the 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola, the 
Angola National Liberation Front, the Democratic Party 
for the Progress-Angolan National Alliance, the [name 
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indistinct] said it will use all the means at its disposal to 
end the war in Angola. [passage omitted] 


Official Views S. African Buffalo Battalion Disbandment 


MB2703 123493 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] The South African Government today began 
disbanding the Buffalo Battalion, made up mainly of 
Angolan soldiers. We interview Manuel Augusto, 
Angola's representative in South Africa: 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified reporter] Good evening, 
Mr. Manuel Augusto. 


[Augusto] Good evening. 


[Reporter] We have heard reports that South Africa has 
disbanded the Buffalo Battalion. Can you confirm those 


reports? 


[Augusto] Yes, that is the case. In line with a program 
previously agreed on within the context of political 
negotiation in this country, a ceremony took place this 
afternoon marking the start of the disbanding of South 
Africa’s special forces. In this specific instance, it was the 
32d Battalion, which is better known as the Buffalo 
Battalion. We know that this ceremony was chaired by 
General George Meiring. In the course of the ceremony, 
he praised the acts committed by this important part of 
the South African special forces. 


[Reporter] Does the South African Government view 
disbanding and demobilization as the same thing? 
[Augusto] It does not look like that to me. | think this 
move is closer to dispersion than demobilization. 
[Reporter] Which means that... 


{|Augusto, interrupting] As far as we know, the South 
African Government is to place those men in other 
military and paramilitary units in various parts of South 
Africa. 

[Reporter] Which means, therefore, that those men may 
yet wmtervene in possible clashes in southern African 
countries? 


[Augusto] I think their operational capabilities will 
remain intact. 


[Reporter] So, what feelings can we project arising from 
our contacts with the Buffalo Battalion troops? 


[Augusto] We can say, without fear of error, that most 
Buffalo Battalion soldiers, being Angolans for the most 
part, share the desire of returning to the fatherland some 
day. We can even say that the sooner that happens, the 
better. As you know, given their special nature, those are 
forces under strict control of the South African military 
command. They stay in a real military camp some 700 
km from Pretoria. If we take into account the fact that 
("they have) their families, they bring to mind the 
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notorious [name indistinct} forces in Angola during the 
colonial days. [end recording] 


Senegalese Foreign Minister Arrives, Meets Diplomats 
MB2703083293 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] Senegalese Foreign Affairs Minister Djibo Laity 
Ka met with the diplomatic corps in Luanda this after- 
noon. Mr. Djibo Ka is the envoy of Senegalese Head of 
State Abdou Diouf, who is also the current OAU 
chairman. Tomorrow he will be received by His Excel- 
lency Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos, to 
whom he will deliver a message from the Senegalese 
president. 

Speaking to the media on arrival in Luanda today, 
Senegalese Foreign Minister Dyjibo Ka said he will be 
discussing with the Angolan authorities issues relating to 
the war in Angola since the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola's [UNITA] rejection of the 
results of the September 1992 elections. 


That Senegalese official and UN Special Representative 

Anstee were due to meet today, but did not. 
Mr. Djibo Ka, who is to leave Luanda tomorrow, has 
already visited Mozambique and South Africa. 


Commenting on the meeting between the Senegalese 
foreign minister and the diplomatic corps in Luanda, 
Angolan Foreign Ministry Official Arsenio Cadete had 
this to say: 


[Begin Cadete recording] In his statement, Mr. Djibo Ka 
said his visit to Luanda was the continuation of Angolan 
Foreign Affairs Minister Venancio de Moura’s recent 
visit to Dakar, where he called on all Africa to back the 
Angolan peace process. Minister de Moura said, on that 
occasion, that peace in Angola would mean peace for 
Africa. In his exchange of views with the diplomatic 
corps, the ambassadors voice clear concern about the 
OAU's real role in Angola. African diplomats feel the 
OAU must make greater efforts to end the war, which 
they see as the fundamental issue in the Angolan situa- 
tion. Angola needs its African brethren. The Angolan 
issue must be approached with sensitivity. Africans must 
be decisive. Force must be met with force. These were 
some of the opinions conveyed to Mr. Dyibo Ka by the 
ambassadors. That Senegalese official has come to 
Angola to learn about the situation in the country. [end 
recording] 


Meets Dos Santos 


MB2703195293 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Text] Senegalese Foreign Minister Djibo Laity Ka was 
received late this afternoon by President of the Republic 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos who briefed him on the present 
situation in the country. Also today, the Senegalese 
official held a number of meetings with different polit- 
ical figures who also briefed him on the existing crisis in 
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the country since the holding of elections. Minister Djibo 
Laity Ka who is visiting Angola to reciprocate the recent 
visit to Dakar by Angolan Foreign Minister Venancio de 
Moura ends his visit to Angola today. 


Envoy Departs 27 Mar 
MB2803085693 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0700 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Senegalese Foreign Affairs Minister Dyibo 
Laity Ka, who visited Angola as the envoy of Senegalese 
President Abdou Diouf, who is also OAU chairman, left 
Luanda last night after delivering a message from Abdou 
Diouf to the Angolan head of state. 


On behalf of the African community, Senegalese Foreign 
Minister Djibo Ka voiced concern about Angoia’s cur- 
rent crisis. He promised other international organiza- 
tions would show greater commitment to the search for a 
feasible solution. [passage omitted] 


Lesotho 


OAL Observer Team ‘Impressed’ by Voter Turnout 


MB3/03082893 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1600 
GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] The Organization of African Unity, OAU, 
observer team to Lesotho’s elections says it has found no 
ground to believe that there was any fraudulent act of 
elections, as it is satisfied that those who voted did so in 
a free and fair atmosphere. 


In a statement released yesterday, the OAU team said 
everywhere it was totally impressed by heavy voter 
turnout, the calm and serenity at polling stations. The 
team added that it was further impressed by absence of 
every cause of intimidation, the dedication and resource- 
fulness of the election officials, and the high level of 
understanding of procedures displayed by the voters 
themselves. The observer group as a result has congrat- 
ulated the people of Lesotho on their show of commit- 
ment to the process of democratization, and hope that 
the commitment will ensure in the interest of peace and 


tranquility. 


Monitoring Committee Urges ‘Smooth Transition 


MB3103082993 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1600 
GMT 30 mar 93 


[Text] The Lesotho Elections Monitoring Committee 
which is made up of the Christian Council of Lesotho, 
CCL, and Non-Governmental Organizations, NGO's, 
said the general elections in Lesotho were free and fair. 
The committee said the local observers are convinced 
that the electoral outcome is a fair representation of the 
political choice of the Basotho people which has been 
freely expressed without any fraud, interference, or 
intimidation. 

The committee, therefore, urges the military government 
to facilitate a smooth transition to the democratically 
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elected representative of the people. It also strongly urges 
the unsuccessful parties that contested this election to 
accept the eventual outcome with grace and dignity. The 
committee noted in particular the spirit of cooperation 
and cordiality that obtained between the political agents 
of all the contesting parties in all polling stations which it 
observed. 


BNP Leader on ‘Grotesque’ Election Irregularities 
MB2903 125493 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1100 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[From the “Channel Africa Report” program] 


[Text] Leader of the Basotholand National Party [BNP], 
Evaristus Sekhonyana, says the irregularities in this 
weekend's election in Lesotho was so grotesque that not 
even the winning party could accept the results. Sekho- 
nyana said that although the election was free and 
peaceful it certainly was not fair. Allison van Heerden 
reports from the Lesotho capital. 


[Begin Van Heerden recording] Addressing journalists at 
his home Mr. Sekhonyana said he had clear evidence 
that a consignment of ballot papers printed in Denmark 
had been tampered with en route to Maseru. He also 
claimed that special stamps used to mark the right-hand 
corner of ballot papers had been lost prior to Saturday's 
{27 March] elections and this had not been reported to 
the Election Advisory Committee. 


Mr. Sekhonyana said the clearest indicator that the 
elections were not fair, was the extremely high margins 
with which the BCP [Basotholand Congress Party] had 
won their constituencies. He said the BCP had won all 
their seats with margins of between 2.000-6,000 votes 
and this was inconsistent with their support base in the 
country. Mr. Sekhonyana said the fact that the electoral 
officers were announcing votes before the voting had 
ended in all constituencies, had influenced the vote. Mr. 
Sekhonyana said the BNP had no quarrel with the BCP 
but wanted the elections to be fair. He said the BNP had 
written a letter to the Military Counci! detailing their 
complaints and were considering legal action. 


Questioned about BNP’s allegations, the chief electoral 
officer for Lesotho, Jocelyn Lucas, said she could not 
respond to the allegations unless they were specifically 
addressed to her office. Head of the Commonwealth 
delegation, Lord Carlisle, said he stood by his carler 
statement, that despite logistical delays the elections had 
been free and fair. Norman McLeod of the United 
Nations observer team said that although there had been 
logistical problems. which were technically in violation 
of the electoral law and regulations, the wide margins 
with which the BCP had won indicated the will of the 
people. According to the latest results from the electoral 
office, the Basotholand Congress Party has won 33 seats 
out of 65. securing a winning majority. [end recording] 


} 
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Malawi 


Supreme Court Reduces Chihana's Sedition Sentence 


MB2903195293 Blantyre Malawi Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] The Malawi Supreme Court of Appeal today 
dismissed the appeal case against the conviction of 
sedition by the High Court, of Mr. Chakufwa Chihana, 
and reduced the sentence from two years to nine months. 
Delivering judgment in the Supreme Court in Blantyre 
today, Chief Justice Richard Banda said statements by 
Mr. Chihana which were found by the High Court to be 
seditious can not be described as constructive and rea- 


On sentencing, Chief Justice Banda said the Supreme 
Court found that this sentence was wrong in principle 
and [word indistinct] excessive. He explained that Mr. 


Special Forces Attack, Take Maputo Barracks 30 Mar 


MB3003 161793 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Special troops today attacked and took (Mangua- 

nine) barracks, which is connected with the House for 

the Protection of the President of the Republic. Since the 

beginning of this month the demobilized soldiers in that 

regiment had been demanding 23 percent salary 
creases, employment guarantees from the state. oppor- 
cites to further studies, and [words indistinct} social 
integration. 


Radio Mozambique has learned th. he special forces 
took less than 30 minutes and only used light weapons to 
attack and occupy that [word indistinct}. Reports say 
some people were wounded and the special forces took 
some prisoners. 


A communique on this military mutiny ts expected any 
time. It had caused some concern in the Mozambican 


capital. 
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Government Issues Communique 


MB3003 194493 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] It has been officially disclosed that seven people 
were wounded in a special forces attack on (Mangua- 
nine) barracks, which works with the house for pro- 
tecting the president, in Maputo. The attack was 
launched to end a mutiny by demobilized soldiers. The 
mutineers demanded a 23 percent salary increase, eight 
months back pay in a lump sum once they were demo- 
bilized, transportation to their homes, and civilian 
clothing. Mutineers subsequently demanded that the 
government pay 3 million meticals to each of them. 


The Mozambican Government issued a communique 
this morning rejecting the mutineers’ demands as illegal, 
particularly the 23 percent salary increase and the pay- 
ment of 3 million meticals to each of them. However, the 
Council of Ministers decided in its first special meeting 
to pay demobilization subsidies, distribute civilian 
clothing, and assure transporation to districts chosen by 
the demobilized soldiers. The communique also indi- 
cates that the government will continue trying to allow 
demobilized soldiers to reyoin society within the frame- 
work of the National Reconstruction Program. 

The Council of Ministers has called on the defense and 
security forces and citizens at large to remain vigilant 
against and calm in the face of acts that may jeopardize 
all efforts to implement the genera! peace accord. The 
communique also stated that the situation 1s now under 
control. 


Dhiakama Notes Frelimo Deploying Policemen in 
Districts 


MB3 103104893 (Clandestine) Voz da Renamo in 
Portuguese 0500 GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] Despite the warnings that have been issued, the 
Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] continues to 
deploy large numbers of policemen in district capitals, in 
place of armed forces personne! about to be encamped. 
That was disclosed by Afonso Dhiakama. president of 
the Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo], at a 
meeting he held in Maringue with Renamo cadres. 
Discussing the possible consequences of that decision, 
the Renamo leader said the massive deployment of 
policemen in districts particularly endangers the ongoing 
peace process. 


The meeting, which served to review the peace process. 
also heard Afonso Dhiakama accusing Frelimo of con- 
tinuing to use the news media against Renamo. thereby 
violating the relevant clauses of the peace accord. 


Turning to the assistance given by the international 
community, President Dhiakama said it is uneven 
because Frelimo has been using relief arc for its clection 
campaign. The Renamo leader said the amount of relief 
aid distributed in Frelimo areas are excessively higher 
than what 1s being channeled to Renamo-admuinistered 
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areas, thereby forcing residents faced with starvation to 
abandon their homes in search of food. The Renamo 
leader said this difficult situation puts Renamo at a 
disadvantage. He added: The signatories to the General 
Peace Accord should be informed of all aid sent to 
Mozambique by the international community in order to 
prevent aid from being diverted +y Frelimo agents, as 
had been the case. Most of the donations from the 
international community do noi reach the people they 
are destined for [words indistinci} President Dhlakama 
added that in some cases. the distr:bwtion of donations is 
controlled by Mozambican relicf agencies linked to the 
Frelimo Party. Dhiakama regarded this as an unaccept- 
able practice because enenues do not feed their adver- 
saries. What matters now is for the two signatories to the 
accord to find ways of serving both sides. 


Finally, Dhiakama strongly condemned allegations 
made by several international relief agencies operating in 
Mozambique. He was referring in particular to Mr. 
Bernader, director of the UN Office for Humanitanan 
Assistance Coordination, who said that food is not 
reaching people in Renan:o-controlled areas because of 
poor access and a number of commanders preventing 
food distribution. Dhiakama said: That is an example of 
bad faith that exists among certain relief agency officials 
when asked to give figures on aid distributed to the two 
areas. Those officials merely give wrong figures on aid 
distributed in Renamo areas, though the same does not 
apply to the other side. 


Dhiakama Urges EEC To Grant Renamo 
Financial Support 


MB3003 155093 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Afonso Dhlakama, Mozambique National 
Resistance [Renamo] leader, has called on the interna- 
tional community at large, and the EEC in particular. to 
grant financial support to his organization. He made that 
call at a meeting with an EEC team in Maringue yes- 
terday. The EEC team was led by (Sig Berlin), charge 
daffaires for the Danish Embassy in Maputo, who 
promised the EEC would do everything in its power to 
grant support to Mozambican political parties without 
discrimination. [passage omitted] 

Chissano Addresses Limpopo Corridor Opening 


MB2703145193 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1833 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Speech by President Joaquim Alberto Chissano at the 
opening of the Limpopo Railroad in Marracuene on 26 
March—recorded] 


[Text] At the start of an important stage in our short, but 
intense, history as an independent country, it 1s for me a 
great privilege to attend the Limpopo Railroad's inaugu- 
ration ceremony. Last year, we inaugurated Beira Har- 
bor's container terminal. Today, we are here to witness 
the conclusion and handing over of this important 
railroad, the Limpopo Corridor. Our presence here is a 
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source of great pride to all of us. Despite our difficult 
situation, we have helped make this moment possible. 


The Limpopo Corridor will respond to the transporta- 
tion needs of people and businessmen along the Lim- 
popo River. Its principal goa! will be to satisfy the needs 
of the sister Republic of Zimbabwe. along with countries 
bordering on Zimbabwe. 


The railroad we are inaugurating today represents an 
improved capacity to carry Mozambican and foreign 
Cargo and passengers. Moreover, 1 will increase our 
country’s duty to improve the quality, effectiveness. and 
speed of its services. This 1s another contribution 
Mozambique is making toward progress in southern 
Africa, thereby responding to the needs of the hinterland 
[preceding word in English} nations. 


The peace we are experiencing in the country brings us 
much joy, satisfaction, tranquillity. and security. It also 
helps create the nghi conditions for the development and 
implementation of major projects such as this one. Peace 
also brings other challenges in its wake, but those chal- 
lenges are still struggling to surface because of the recent 
chmate of war throughout Mozambican territory. 


We must courageously face those challenges. We must 
work for the sake of progress in our country. As in the 
past, we believe our people are ready to overcome those 
obstacles and achieve the gains we believe will now be 
the gains of the Mozambican people as a whole. Within 
this context, we would like to salute Mozambican and 
foreign technicians, as well as the workers of the Mozam- 
bique Harbors and Railroads Company. They gave of 
their blood, sweat, knowledge. and work so that this 
corndor could be rehabilitated. 


This is one success we share with Zimbabwean techni- 
cians and workers who participated in this gigantic task. 
We must not forget that Zimbabwean participation in 
the reconstruction and defense of this corndor was 
possible thanks to the spirit of fraternity and solidarity 
linking the people of Mozambique and Zimbabwe 


We would like to praise President Robert Mugabe and 
his government for always giving us encouragement. We 
would like to mention Great Britain. in particular, for its 
participation, financing. and technical assistance to this 
project. We wouid also like to convey a word of thanks to 
the other countries and international financial organiza- 
tions which helped finance the rehabilitation costs. 


We are inaugurating the Limpopo Corridor at a time 
when southern Africa in general. and Mozambique in 
particular, 1s going through cxatremely important and 
historic times which may lead to a future of peace, 
prosperity. and well-being for all people in the region. 
We continue to wait anxiously for a time when all 
brothers—irrespective of their race. faith. or political 
belicfs—reach a general agreement in South Africa. That 
is an indispensable condition for a climate of healthy 
coexistence and harmony in southern Africa. Such a 
climate will be the foundation for integrated regional 
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economic development on the basis of sound economic 
Peace will also be decisive to the challenge that has been 
advanced with the creation of the Southern African 
Development Community, SADC, which will continue 
the work done by the Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference, SADCC, in the 1980's. SADC 
appears at an opportune time, as regional institutions 
prepare to receive South Africa into the community of 
southern Africa's free and democratic countries, thereby 
completing the social, economic, and cultural picture in 
this part of the globe. 


This integration will be particularly important in the 
fields of transportation and communication. We con- 
tinue to do much t and cooperation work 
toward that end. Within that context, southern Mozam- 
bique’s railroad network in general, and the Limpopo 
Railroad in particular, are one of the principal factors in 
the new strategy for regional development. 

Ladies and gentlemen: I would like to conclude by 
wishing much happiness to you, the workers of the 
Mozambique Harbors and Railroads Company, the 
Zimbabwe workers, and international workers. 


Dear Mozambican workers: As I have told you before, 
peace is not just a matter of calm and safety. Peace is 
made more solid through work done with the firm desire 
to win, so much so that selfless sacrifices must be 
supplanted by the joy of harvesting their beautiful fruit. 


The recovery of Mozambique's infrastructure in general. 
and harbor and railroad infrastructures in particular, 
will demand additional efforts from all of us until life in 
this great country has returned to normal. 


The Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo], the gov- 
ernment of the Republic of Mozambique, and | will 
continue to search for the most effective ways of imple- 
menting our national reconstruction and development 
program. We will encourage basic initiatives to improve 
the corridor throughout its course. In turn, this corndor 
should stimulate development in the areas it cuts 
through, thereby promoting well-being among local 
people. This project must be seen as an achievement for 
the Zimbabwean people, the Mozambican people, and 
all peoples, as well as the organizations participating in 
it. In view of that, we would like to say: Congratulations 
for a job well done! 


Mozambican people have contributed most to this 
project. They have made the sacrifices to ensure that this 
project would come true. Unfortunately, | do not hold 
the Mozambican people so I cannot show them in my 
hands. Nonetheless, you can rest assured that | have all 
Mozambican people in my mind. I hold their selflessness 
in much esteem and admiration. This is not the first 
railroad we have concluded. 


First, we concluded the Beira Corridor and we went 
through similar difficulties to do it. We concluded the 
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railroad, the road, and the harbor, which was tanta- 
mount to building a new harbor. We also concluded 
Nacala Harbor’s construction and renovation, thereby 
improving and developing it. The Nacala Railroad 
begins at Nacala Harbor, but that railroad 1s still being 
built. We will have the opportunity to imaugurate that 
major project toward the end of this year. 


We have concluded other work relating to communica- 
tion routes. | am not going to list them all here, but they 
include mayor roads and bridges. all of which were built 
in the midst of much hardship. Mozambican workers 
participated in all those projects. They made sacrifices. 
Some were killed, others suffered mutilation, thereby 
leaving their families bereaved and staring even more 
hardship in the face. This is why | talk directly of the 
Mozambican people's selflessness toward and participa- 
tion in those projects. 

Mozambican people, the second contributor has been 
Freliamo, which is yours and our organization. This 
explains why I have noted the historical importance of 
this railroad. It 1s not enough for us to say thal it was a 
SADCC project. We must also remember what SADCC 
means. SADCC was the result of the southern African 
people's struggle for liberation and independence. After 
achieving political independence, the people of southern 
Africa, beginning with Tanzamia, came together to help 
the Mozambican people and the Zimbabwean people in 
their struggle for national independence. That struggle 
was not waged in a vacuum, without organization. The 
Mozambican people waged that struggle under the nght 
leadership of Frelimo in Mozambique, and of the Zim- 
babwe African National Union, ZANU, and the Zim- 
babwe African Patriotic Union, ZAPU, liberation move- 
ments in Zimbabwe. Later, they united and formed the 
ZANU-Patriotic Front, which still exists today. 


Those were the forces which, together with other coun- 
tries, began to build what we call SADCC today. 


Those were only strategy and combat meetings among 
frends as a part of the struggle. We were friends and 
brethren who represented people determined to build a 
joint future. The Frontline was born first. After Mozam- 
bique’s independence, as Zimbabwe's independence 
approached, we decided formally to join in what would 
be the common struggle for economic independence. 


In 1979, we drew up our strategy to join our forces, so 
that our united forces could contact the international 
community and find ourselves fnends and partners who 
would help us achieve integrated, balanced, and coordi- 
nated development in southern Africa. The liberation 
movements and the political parties were at the root of it 
and Frelimo was the ruling party in Mozambique. 


This work has not just come down from the heavens. It 
is not the brainchild of some foreigner. I say this because 
it & Customary to say, when we talk about financial 
backers: That railroad was built by England, or that road 
was built by the World Bank, or that bridge was pu\ up 
by the EEC. It is often forgotten that there is a progrim 
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for Mozambique's economic. social. and cultura! devel- 
opment. That program was drawn up by one party: 
Frehimo. It 1s often forgotten that that program has been 
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can [words indistinct] as the director of the Mozam- 
bique Railroad has said, we have a responsibility here: 
We must make this project viable, not just to repay our 
debts but to multiply its benefits. 


First and foremosi, we must take good care of this 
railroad. We must look after it on a daily basis. 


preserve them. We should punish immediately any 
person taking a stone just to throw it away. It would be 
even worse for someone to remove stones to use them to 
cook [words indistinct] we must punish such behavior 
because we want to preserve this railroad so we can 
profit from it as much as possible We must prevent large 
sums being spent on repairs. 


Namibia 


Drought Task Force on Need for Relief Aid 


MB2603 143293 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1250 
GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] Windhoek Mar 26 SAPA—Despite goods rains in 
some regions, Namibia will still need drought relief aid 
for another year, the National Task Force 
[NDTF] said in Windhoek on Friday [26 March]. 


“The next few months will be critical for the drought 
rehef programme. 

“Although there have been good rains in some regions, in 
others, the rains have « ¢ late,” NDTF spokesman 
Isaac Kaulinge said in a statement. 
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The drought had badly affected draught animals causing 
problems with ploughing. while there were a limited 
number of tractors available for subsidised ploughing 
which had been introduced. 


Mr Kaulinge said only 50 to 60 per cent of available land 
had been planted in Ovambo and Kavango. 


“Latest estimates indicate there will be crop shortages in 
all crop producing regions, with the exception of 
Caprivi,” he said, adding the extent of the shortfalls 
would depend on the rain pattern through March and 
Apnil. 


“Grazing has improved in some regions, but the problem 
remains severe in the Kunene Region and parts of the 
south.” 


The drought relief programme, started in August. had 
distributed well over 12,000 tons of food to people in 
vulnerable groups. 


“Over 300,000 people are registered as cligible for free 
food distribution, and the numbers continue to 
increase.” Mr Kaulinge said. 


Over 220 boreholes were drilled and 16.000 farmers 
have taken part in livestock subsidy schemes 


Mr Kaulinge said a number of initiatives were being 
undertaken to improve the NDTF’s performance 


The Cabinet has also decided the establishment of a 
permanent capacity to handle disasters should be a 


government pnonty. 


“The current emergency bs been an important learning 
experience for Namibia.” he said adding t had taken 
longer than anticipated to develop appropriate struc- 
tures to manage the programme. 


“However, mass starvation has been averted and with 
each month that passes. the drought relief programme 
management becomes more effective.” 


Zambia 


Zaire Forces Abduct Army Captain; Border Post Closed 


MB3003181293 London BB World Service in Fish 
1515 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Relations between Zambia and Zaire are on the 
slide, following a border incident last Friday [26 Mar]. In 
the past, there have been numerous cases of Zambians 
being abducted by Zairian troops or Zainans ending up 
in jail after crossing the border to do their shopping. But 
not all the victims are innocent and there 1s a flourishing 
trade in smuggled goods. Although the two countries 
have set up a joint commission to resolve their fronteer 
problems, there 1s consiant tension. Well, now the 
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The Zambian Government has now ordered the tempo- 
rary closure of the Kasumbalesa border post and Zam- 
bian security officials have been holding a crisis meeting. 


Border Returns to Normal 


MB3003 193793 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] The situation at Kasumbalesa border post has 
returned to normal, but the security personne! has 
expressed disappointment at [word indistinct] and 
abduction of a Zambian soldicr, Captain (Mwanza). A 
ZNBC [Zambia National Broadcasting Corporation] 
news team which visited the border today, was told by 
immigration officia's, who declined to be named. that 
Captain (Mwanza) is still being held in Zaire. [Words 
indistinct] General Lambert Misa, when contacted at the 
border post, said he had just learned of the incident and 
Zambian military officers led by Copperbelt Brigadier 
Air Commander Edward Mangochi told [words indis- 
tinct] this morning that the whererbouts of Capt. 
(Mwanza) are not known. Capt. (Mwanza) is alleged to 
have fled into Zaire [words indistinct}. 
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President Soglo Meets With Niger's Prime Minister 
AB2703 185993 Cotonou Office de Radiodiffusion- 
Television du Be=zz: Radio in French 1930 GMT 
26 Mar 93 


[Text] The prime minister of Niger's transition govern- 
ment, Mr. Amadou Cheiffou, paid a friendly working 
visit to Benin from 25 to 26 March. A final communique 
was issued at the end of this visit. 

During his visit to Benin, Mr. Amadou Cheiffou held 
talks with President Soglo. The discussions afforded the 
two statesmen the opportunity to exchange viewpoints 
on issues of mutual interest. 


Niger's prime minister briefed President Soglo on devel- 


opments in the current democratization process in his 
country and difficulties facing Niger. 


President Soglo expressed the hope that these difficulties 
will be resolved in the very near future so that Niger will 
regain peace, which is indispensable for its economic 
development. 

The two statesmen reaffirmed their full determination to 


give a fresh and dynamic impetus to the promotion of 
cooperation between Niger and Benin. 


Saeeees Suneane Setemneee Caneees to Cunhen 
vents 

AB2703083093 Cotonou Office de Radiodiffusion- 
— 

4 Mar 93 
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In the same vein, the president, alluding to the 24 March 
1991 events in Parakou, indicated in his speech on 
state of the nation to the National Assembly on 29 


WEST AFRICA 23 


January, and in his speech commemorating the third 
anniversary of the national conference of active forces 
on 28 February, that the legal, political, and psycholog- 
ical conditions for pardon had now been fulfilled. Since 
then, a lot of our compatriots have been expecting that at 
any moment a pardon wil! be granted to our brothers 
involved in the 24 March Parakou events. The president 
of the Republic, in response to this expeciation, has 
today, on the eve of the second anniversary of the 24 
March 1991 elections and the Muslim Ramadan festival, 
signed Decree No. 8161 granting pardons to the people 
concerned. 


The president's gesture must be clearly understood by 
everyone as an overture to all of us to contribute to the 
immense work of national reconstruction. It must help to 
strengthen national unity and consolidate our democra- 
tization process. Long live the democratic renewal, long 
live a united and prosperous Benin. [end recording] 


{Paris AFP in French at 2201 GMT on 23 March ina 
Cotonou-datelined report adds the following: “The 23 
people concerned by this measure had been serving 
various prison terms of one to 10 years, and | 1 of them 
have already served theirs, the presidential decree 
announced here indicated.”] 


Cote d'Ivoire 
Guards Make Demands, Toe 
se Ready 


AB3003 155193 Paris AFP in French 1524 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Abidjan, 30 Mar (AFP)}—The 45 Republican 
Guard soldiers who have been on the premises of the 
Presidential Palace since 29 March, announced this 
afternoon that they were ready to end their action, 
according to the commander of their unit, Colonel Oue. 
The colonel, who was interviewed around the Presidency 
by AFP, indicated however that the mutinecers were 
demanding as a precondition that some 200 commando- 
gendarmes who have taken up positions in the area be 
withdrawn before they put their weapons down. 


The officer said that directives were to be given on this 
end, but as of 1500 (local and GMT time), half an hour 
after his statement, no change in the security measures 
has been noted. [passage omitted] 


Mutineers Announce Return to Duty 


AB3 103075593 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 0700 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Last might the president of the Republic received 
a delese"ion of the Republican Guard soldiers who 
mutinied on the morning of 29 March. After listening to 
the demands of the mutineers, the head of state strongly 
criticized their behavior. He added that he will examine 
their demands in light of current economic difficulties. 
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Following that audience, the Republican Guard soldiers 
announced that they were going back to duty. 


President Receives Delegation 


AB3 103090293 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in 
French 31 Mar 93 p 3 


[Box containing headline “Last Minute: Presidency of 
the Republic—Houphouet Receives the Mutineers. 
Statement by the Ministry of Communication”)} 


[Text] In the presence of the prime minister, Alassane D. 
OQuattara; Mr. Emile Constant Bombet, acting for the 
minister of defense; General Robert Guei, chief of gen- 
eral staff of the National Armed Forces of Cote d'Ivoire; 
and General Tanny, higher commander of the Gendarm- 
erie, late at night on 30 March the president of the 
Republic received a delegation representing the muti- 
neers of the Republican Guard. After listening to the 
representatives, the head of state promised to examine 
their material demands by taking into account the coun- 
try’s current situation. 


‘Last Group’ Leaves Palace 


AB3 103094093 Paris AFP in French 0911 GMT 
31 Mar 93 


[Text] Abidjan, 31 Mar (AFP)—The last group of the 
mutineers of the Republican Guard who were still inside 
the Abidjan Presidential Palace as of this morning left 
the premises shortly before 0900 [local and GMT time] 
in two vans, an AFP journalist noted on the spot. 


The 11 men, some of the 45 Republican Guard soldiers 
who had been occupying the building since 29 March, 
came out unarmed without any problem, making the 
“V” sign for victory or raising their hands and clenching 
their fists as a sign of triumph. 


They did not make any statements, and journalists were 
not allowed to talk to them. 


The two vans headed for Treichville, an Abidjan district 
where the Republican Guard garrison is located. 


Liberia 


Defense Minister Dies in Geneva After ‘Brief Illness’ 


AB3103100793 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 0900 
GMT 31 Mar 93 


[Text] The minister of national defense, Dr. Edward 
Kesselly, is dead. Dr. Kesselly (?is said to have) died on 
Monday [29 March] in Geneva, Switzerland, after a brief 
illness. A Ministry of Defense release, issued last night 
and quoted by the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY, further 
said that details of Dr. Kesselly’s death and funeral 
arrangements will be announced shortly. 
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Taylor Discusses ECOMOG, UN Security Council 
AB2703203093 Gbarnga Radio ELBC in English 1900 
GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Interview with Charles Taylor, leader of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia, by BBC Correspondent 
Ofeibea Quist-Arcton, RFI Correspondent Jean Karim 
Fall, and REUTERS Correspondent Nicholas Kotch in 
Gbarnga, date not given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Kotch] The question was whether if the very 
tight economic embargo that is currently in place, if it 
continues, will it be possible for your armed forces to 
maintain control of towns [words indistinct]? 


[Taylor] Let’s not be foolish, if somebody thinks that if 
you take towns and then it’s all over.... It is foolish to 
believe that you can keep an embargo in place to take 
towns and think that the war is already over. So, the 
point I am trying to make to you is that as long as there 
is an embargo, there is a war. So, if you take a town, most 
towns in Liberia are surrounded by bush anyway, and 
this could go on forever, so, then the end to the embargo 
means an end to the war. As long as there is an embargo, 
there is no way any inch of territory can be held here 
where someone will say: Okay, we have the embargo, we 
will take Buchanan or we will take this town and that 
town and it’s over; the war continues. We will get to 
them wherever we can and whenever we can. 


[Quist-Arcton] So, is the ECOWAS [Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States] embargo biting? 


[Taylor] [Words indistinct] is not a matter of biting. You 
know, we are not talking about an ECOWAS embargo. 
The ECOWAS action is one thing. If we need assistance, 
which must come through under the Security Council 
terms, an embargo on Liberia is affecting most econo- 
mies around here, so....[changes thought] And the ques- 
tion is that any type of action against Liberia, is (7bounc- 
ing around)? I am sure Sierra Leone, Guinea, Ivory 
Coast [Cote d'Ivoire], or other countries are (?in it), just 
as they are trying to put [words indistinct] how many 
economies the multiplied effects is felt in the region? So, 
is it biting? I guess that question has to be answered in 
the entire region. 


[Quist-Arcton] Well, Taylor first then.... 
[Taylor, interrupting] No, it is not biting. 


[Quist-Arcton] Mr. Taylor, are you ready for negotia- 
tions [words indistinct]? 


[Taylor] Negotiation? Who with? We cannot negotiate 
with ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group]. ECOMOG is a warring faction. We will never 
negotiate with ECOMOG, ever. ECOMOG, or whatever 
they call themselves, have brought genocide to our 
people, they continue to bomb churches, hospitals, 
schools, and various infrastructure in this country. We 
are prepared to talk to Liberians, Liberians; I did not say 
Nigerians or anybody else. This conflict is between and 
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amongst Liberians and Liberians should sit and talk 
about ii. No one should be afraid to sit down with his 
brother at a table to talk. When they are ready, we are 


ready. 


{Quist-Arcton] When are you ready? Are you going to 
initiate talks with other Liberians, as you say, if so with 
whom...? 


[Taylor, interrupting] When Nigeria is out of here. 
Nigeria has prevented every discussion between and 
amongst Liberians. Babangida has done nothing to bring 
peace to this country. All he has brought is blood and 
mayhem on the Liberian people. 


[Quist-Arcton] So, you are saying that there will no talks, 
no negotiations until ECOWAS leaves Liberia or...? 


[Taylor, interrupting] Well, that is what I am saying.... 
[Quist-Arcton] Or until...? 


[Taylor, interrupting] Until Nigeria, whoever they call 
themselves, give Liberians a chance to talk. Who is the 
enemy right now? Who is the enemy, who is fighting the 
men right now? You as journalists you report, you all, 
you three, who is fighting, who is fighting, who is 
bombarding, whose aircrafts, whose ships are bom- 
barding, who is fighting, who is the enemy? Until Nigeria 
ceases to be an enemy, I think there can be no peace. You 
answer the question. 


[Quist-Arcton] Well, how do you...? 
[Taylor, interrupting] You haven’t answered my ques- 


[Quist-Arcton, interrupting] How do you see Nigeria's 
(?situation) as an enemy? 


[Taylor] Do you see Nigeria as carrying out military 
action against us? Have you seen any evidence? You've 
been here, have you seen anything from your past 
experience, do you know....[changes thought] Who is 
bombing, who is bombing us right now? Ships on the sea, 
who is doing it? So, you will have to answer some of 
these questions, then you will know how to refer them to 
me. 


{Quist-Arctoi] Does Nigeria have to leave ECOMOG for 
you to start negotiating with the West African Economic 
Community? 


[Taylor] I vil never disarm to Nigeria. Whatever that 
means to you, fine. I will never disarm to a Nigerian 


[Quist-Arcton] When you talk, when the NPFL 
[National Patriotic Front of Liberia] talks about a recon- 
stituted ECOMOG, what exactly do you mean? And, are 
you prepared to disarm to a reconstituted ECOMOG? 


[Taylor] Where, in fact, I don’t know where you got that 
word from. Who is it coming from? Because, often I hear 
quotes about what we have heard. You will hear: 
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according [to] Monrovia radio. Now, where did you get 
the word reconstituted from? I have said, publicly in our 
records, that we will never disarm to the present config- 
uration of ECOMOG. I have not used the word recon- 
stituted, so it may be in somebody's head, but it is not in 
my head. You can reconstitute, a killer is a killer. There 
is no reconstitution for killers’ mentality. So, Nigeria, 
Ghana, and the rest of them have caused murder and 
mayhem against greater Liberians. So by reconstitution, 
if you mean pulling out or [word indistinct] and bringing 
in another killer, no; but, that word is not of my making. 
We said under the present configuration, and that will 
call for all them leaving this territory, since all of them 
have contributed to the genocide against our people. 


[Quist-Arcton] So, an ECOMOG with no Nigerians, no 
Ghanaians, no Guineans, no Sierra Leoneans? It would 
have to be ECOMOG with completely new countries 
involved? 


[Taylor] Do you sleep in bed with a snake? Do you? Do 
you sleep in bed with a snake or do you put a tiger in your 
bedroom? Do you bring a lion in your home? You 
answer. 


{Quist-Arcton] Mr. Taylor, can I just ask you, what is 
this new configuration? Who do you want to see in 
ECOMOG? 


[Taylor] When we get to the time to negotiate, that will 
come up, but at this particular time, all I do know is that 
I have never loved serpents and I will not put a serpent 
in my bed, a tiger in my home, or a lion in my home. And 
so whatever that means [words indistinct] at the negoti- 
ating table we will know what to say to our Liberian 
brothers. [passage omitted] 


Why should Sawyer depend on ECOMOG for his 
strength. So, in other words, when we Liberian- 
s....[changes thought] Why should any Liberian be afraid 
of sitting with another Liberian to talk? Since Sawyer is 
a man, why doesn’t he meet me? If Alhaji Koromah is 
the man, why doesn’t he meet me? Let's negotiate across 
the table. So is Nigeria going to stay here forever? Is 
Nigeria going to stay here forever, is going Nigeria going 
to win this war? No. So, what will Liberians do 14 years 
from now, if we cannot come face to face as brothers to 
do it now? So, you know, I am not about to get into any 
preconditions for discussions, and I will be quoted 
tomorrow as having set preconditions. | am saying that 
Liberians ought to sit down and talk to each other. 


[Quist-Arcton] Mr. Taylor, you are known to say that the 
UN role in the Liberian crisis, the Security Council 
[words indistinct] on Liberia, a report which was [word 
indistinct] by the special representative, Gordon Trevor- 
Somers, and endorsed by the secretary general, doesn’t 
really seem to work in you favor. The secretary general 
seems to say that they are happy with what ECOWAS is 
doing, they don’t think UN military intervention is 
needed right now. What is your reaction? 
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[Taylor] Well, in the first place, I cannot react to that 
which I have not heard. That’s coming from you. I have 
gotten no official statement from the Security Council, 
so I have to wait until I get an official reaction from the 
Security Council. But, what I can say is this: I do know 
that the Security Council is the world’s highest area 
where these discussion occur. And, I am more than sure 
that once the facts are presented, all sides will have an 
Opportunity to present its case, and so I will just reserve 
whatever comments that I have until I hear what the 
secretary general has to say. 


[Kotch] Mr. Taylor, (?in formal discussions) with the 
United Nations, you haven't seen the report by Butrus- 
Ghali distributed to members of the Security Council. 
But, could you tell us what is that you would like the 
Security Council to do, despite what they are doing 
bearing in mind [words indistinct] the ECOWAS role up 
to now and the ECOMOG role up to now? There is 
clearly a disagreement with you, and the majority of UN 
Security Council members don’t agree with you that 
ECOWAS probably has been misguided and the 
ECOMOG military role in Liberia has been wrong. They 
don’t agree with this. How are going to finally change 
that [words indistinct]? 


[Taylor] Well, to begin with, I don’t understand what 
the....[changes thought] If you are referring to Security 
Council Resolution 788, I do not interpret it in that 
particular way. And I am not sure that the UN has 
endorsed the bombing and killing of innocent civilians in 
Liberia, because if that was the policy of the United 
Nations to endorse such actions. they would taken [word 
indistinct] in Cambodia, they would have probably been 
committing murder and mayhem in Angola, and prob- 
ably by now they would have even been committing 
murder and mayhem in Yugoslavia. So, I cannot see that 
it is the policy of the United Nations to support a 


genocide against people, no. [passage omitted] 
[Quist-Arcton] Can the NPFL win the war in Liberia? 
[Taylor] Can ECOMOG win the war in Liberia? 
{Quist-Arcton] I asked the question first. 


[Taylor] | ask you now, I am answering you in a 
rhetorical way. Can ECOMOG win the war? Unless 
ECOMOG realizes that she cannot win war, we win 
everyday that we kill an ECOMOG soldier here, we win. 
So, we have won the war. So that's not the matter, can we 
win? We have won, the Liberian people have won, the 
sovereignty of this nation is intact, it will continue to be 
intact. So, can we win? That is not the issue. We have 
won. 


[Fall] How do you assess the [words indistinct} Liberia of 
importance to you, your government of the economic 
blockade [words indistinct] of your exports, that is, your 
lumber exports, [words indistinct]? 


[Taylor] Well, it ts obvious that any time there is a 
blockade it does cause disruption. Any time you have 
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injustice you have disruption [laughs], whether it’s in the 
social fabric or whatever. But let’s not forget that Mon- 
rovia is suffering too, even though Monrovia is not 
blockaded. They are having some various problems on 
Monrovia. We know that with all of the inhumane acts, 
for example, Security Council Resolution 788 calls for a 
humanitarian assistance to be given to all sides. You 
have been present in the country, I think you are being 
unfair to the Liberian people, and to your constituents, 
whoever they are, if you did not interview the relief 
agencies here to find out if they have given relief 
assistance to (?Greater Liberia). But lives in Monrovia 
cost more than they cost here. At least our people can 
survive. And so the effects of such a blockade in Greater 
Liberia, the effects of this war, has an overall effect on 
the entire nation. [passage omitted] 


[Quist-Arcton] The economic effects on losing Bucha- 
nan...have your activities completely stopped there? 


[Taylor] That ts not the question. What we do, that’s the 
matter of national security, we are not going to disclose 
to you anything that we do here because that has military 
implications. So I am afraid I cannot comment on that 
particular question. The only thing that I can tell you ts 
this: We can prove beyond reasonable doubt that under 
Security Council Resolution 788, that we intend to 
follow, we will not bring in any arms or ammunition to 
this country. That's all I can say to you. 


[Fall] This then means that what you lost can be revised 
[words indistinct] the peace negotiations. Does this. in 
fact, mean that Yamoussoukro IV is no longer relevant 
because Yamoussoukro IV [words indistinct]? 


[Taylor] Yamoussoukro IV calls for the presence of two 
distinct administrations in Liberia. Yamoussoukro IV 
calls for the removal of all external forces from Liberia 
for peace to prevail. Yamoussoukro IV did not know 
anything of anybody calling itself ULIMO [United Lib- 
eration Forces for Democracy in Liberia], and I do not 
think that Yamoussoukro IV mandated ECOMOG to 
kill innocent civilians—children and women—and 
bomb our hospitals, schools, and different things. So if 
Yamoussoukro IV must be considered, 11 must be con- 
sidered in its totality. And we still consider Yamous- 
soukro IV as a useful, useful mechanism for peace in 
Liberia. We cannot claim that it is the only process 
because we believe that still Liberians have to talk. But I 
do not think that one part of Yamoussoukro IV can be 
considered while the other part is thrown out. You 
cannot tell me that | must disarm under one part of 
Yamoussoukro and tell me that we are rebels. and that 
there is an interim government which 1s nonsense. 
Yamoussoukro IV calls for two administrations. They 
have to deal with us as two distinct governments here. 


[passage omitted] 
[Fall] Do you [words indistinct]? 


[Taylor] I will be president of this country, I cannot 
exclude any group. The AFL [Armed Forces of Liberia] I 
have nothing against the AFL: we fought, we won. If the 
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[Fall’s} [Question indistinct]? 


[Taylor] I will tell what. Sometimes these things get to us 
actually. Did you bring any of those muskets [words 
indistinct]? Some people came across the border with 
some 1970 muskets. I will show you some of them. They 
came across from the Cote d'Ivoire side and entered. I 
am not sure if they travelled with those weapons in the 
Cote d’Ivoire—I doubt it because the Ivorian Govern- 
ment is very strict on that. From what I can see, they may 
have been living in Cote d'Ivoire and came across 
clandestinely. That’s bush way and it is very hard to 
determine. And they came in with these ... [changes 
thought] they are just a few individuals. This is all the 
things that the people that came... [changes thought] and 
we arrested some of them, including an Ivorian—not a 
soldier—these are the things that we took from them. 
But these are charges and that we have them always here. 
You can see through it. This is what they brought. 
[passage omitted] 


So I don’t think this is a... [changes thought] someone 
wanted to create a situation. But I think they might have 
been a bunch of disgruntled individuals that came across 
and had some problems in a village and wanted to 
revenge, I guess, and went over to the village and in the 
course of disturbances we sent some soldiers in there and 
they were gone. The Ivorian citizen that came along with 
them, we captured him, we interviewed him on video. 
We've sent the tape back to the Ivorian authorities. He is 
here, you can speak to him tonight. And we intend to 
send him back to the Ivorian Government as soon as 
they ask for him, because what he was, he was not a real 
soldier. He explained that they saw him and asked him to 
cooperate with them. He came along with them, he got to 
the border and they say well: You can’t go back because 
you know the road. They wanted him to show them the 
road. And he said: Well, okay, I will take you. When he 
got to the border they said you can't go back because you 
will expose what you know, so follow us. So we have 
done an entire statement, it is here. As soon as the 
Ivorian authorities ask us, we are going to be sending 
him back. I think it was just one of those things that they 


arms 
territory. So they have not done it in the past and I do 
not think they will do it now. So they've done a very fine 
job in [words indistinct] and that there’s not trafficking 
of arms across the border. [passage omitted] 


Niger 


New President Discusses Goals, Priorities 


AB3003 154093 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Two years after the national conference decided to 
end one-party rule in Niger. the country has a new president. 
Mahamane Ousmane, who is backed by a coalition of 
Opposition groups, is reported unofficially to have won over 
54 percent of the votes, defeating Mamadou Tandja. But the 
president faces some tough problems like getting Niger's 
debt burdened economy going again and bringing the 
Tuareg rebellion to an end. On the line to Niamey, Herba 
Sule asked Mahamane Ousmane how he felt about his 
election win: 

[Begin recording} [Ousmane] The feeling I have is satis- 
faction. 


[Sule] And what do you see as your first task now that 
you have been elected president? 


[Ousmane] First of all, [it] is to strengthen national 
unity, mainly the resolution of rebellion problem. The 
second priority is the reestablishment of the credibility 
of the government. 


[Sule] You think that the first task will be to resolve the 
Tuareg rebellion. How do you mean to do that? 


[Ousmane] | don’t think that here in Niger we have a 
Tuareg rebellion. | think that this rebellion is not mainly 
Tuareg because you have a lot of Tuaregs which are not 
involved in the rebellion matier. We intend to solve this 
problem by calling all people which are concerned by this 
problem for discussing. 

[Sule] Will you be negotiating with the Front for the 
Liberation of Air and Azawad, the Tuareg organization? 


[Ousmane] We have to discuss with them, yes. 


[Sule] So, what are you going to do about the army? Now, 
the army has been apparently out of control and they are 


holding a number of Tuaregs hostage. How are you going 
to bring the army under your control? 


[Ousmane] So, you know, our army has been in a very 
damageable [as heard] situation with no equipment, no 
sufficient training, and in a very. very deplorable situa- 
tion. So, we iniend to help this army to be...[changes 
thought] how do you call it in English? 


[Sule] Modern? 


[Ousmane] A modern, yes, yes, thank you very much. 
We intend to transform the Nigerien army as a modern 
army. 


[Sule] Are you going io ask them, are you going to force 
them to release the Tuaregs that they are holding? 


[Ousmane] We think that all persons which actually are 
iN prison and inst which there is no charge, all 
persons in this case must be released. [end recording] 


[Excerpts] The nation’s two political the SDP 
[Social Democratic Party] and the NRC [National 
Republican Convention] have begun their national con- 
ventions in Jos and Port Harcourt. The election which 
comes under the Option A-4 system wiil feature two 
crucial rounds of balloting after which one 

will emerge for each party. National officers will also be 
Gas UF Ga eatin, Wen UE camention eoomnt 
with accreditation and the chairman of the party's 


the eventual losers to bear in 
SDP is to win the presidential 
election. He appealed to them not to do anything that 
could tarnish the image of the party. 


Meanwhile, the accreditation of delegates to the conven- 
tion went without any hitches. Correspondent Chris 


Ha 


with the way the exercise went. At the Plateau State Staff 
Development Center, designated for Kogi, Yobe, 
Kaduna and Plateau State, accreditation was going on 
fine when the NTA [Nigeria Television Authority] news 
crew arrived there. However, the accreditation exercise 
for the Lagos State delegates ran into a hitch when some 
delegates cried out at what they called falsification of the 
results of the delegates selection for Surulere local gov- 
ernment area 


According to this group of delegates, the man whose 
name appears on the the list as delegate for Surulere local 
government area, was the man who lost during the 
elections. Senator Bokuno Kofu Akwelere, a Lagos del- 
egate was asked to comment on the impasse at the Lagos 
State accreditation point. She said the argument there 
arose because the man whose name appears as repre- 
senting Surulere local government was said to have lost 
during the election, although the man had petitioned. 
But those protesting said even though the outcome of the 
petition had not been made public, the petitioner's name 
has appeared as representative for Surulere Local Gov- 
ernment area. Apart from that incident, which was still 
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holding up accreditation at the Lagos point, the exercise 
went well in other centers. Security was tight in all the 
centers and only delegates with party membership cards 
and accredited newsmen were allowed into the various 
accreditation centers. [end recording] 


Latest reports say the election started at about 5 o'clock 
this evening. Our correspondent Shegu Adoye is also in 
Port Harcourt covering the NRC convention. He now 
reports: 


[Begin recording] [Adoye] [passage omitted] By 10, when 
it was barely one hour to the start of the program of the 
day, the situation has turned rowdy and almost uncon- 
trollable. Some delegates and caretaker committee offi- 
cials commented on the situation: 


[Begin recording] [First unidentified official] It is a bit 
rowdy and it is not what | expected. It is rowdy. One 
would have expected... 


[Adoye, interrupting] What do you think is responsible? 


[Official] Hmmm, planning. | know the planning is 
rowdy somehow. They should have done all the accred- 
itation state by state. And as soon as you come, you just 
go in, file in into your own stand. 


[Second unidentified official] Many contestants brought 
in too many people, and if the gates are open, the way 
they (?will be) opened, we will have too many....[changes 
thought] Everybody will rush in, and then we are going to 
have a problem on our hands. And you know, if we 
cannot balance the number accredited against the 
number which have voted, there will be a lot of prob- 
lems. We would have to do it all over again. [end 
recording] 


[Adoye] After the situation returned to normal at about 
12 noon, the NRC state governors, who had assembled at 
a place near the venue, were called in, and the gates were 
ordered closed by Mrs. Latifa Adokuno, the national 
chairman of the caretaker committee. Thereafter, the 
program finally began at half past noon. A total of 5,829 
delegates from all the states of the Federation were 
accredited, with Kano having the largest quota of 283, 
and Kwara with the smallest number of 90. [end 
recording} 


NRC Elects Presidential Candidate 


AB2903 143793 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Text] Alhaji Bashir Tofa has been elected the presiden- 
tial candidate of the National Republic Convention, 
NRC. He was elected this evening in Port Harcourt at 
the second round of voting. Alhaji Bashir Tofa, nomi- 
nated from Kano State, polled 4,281 out of the 5,307 
votes cast. He defeated Chief Pere Ajuwa of Rivers State 
who scored 575 votes. Correspondent Segun Adeire 
reports that Dr. Joe Nwodo, nominated from Enugu 
State, received 99 votes in spite of his announcement 
earlier in the day that he has withdrawn from the race. 
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The NRC candidate, Alhaji Bashir Tofa, a graduate of 
economics, is a businessman who presides over Century 
Merchant Bank and General Metal Products, among 
other companies. Alhaji Bashir, who hails from Kano 
State, is 48 years old. During the Second Republic, he 
was the national treasurer of the National Party of 
Nigeria. The NRC convention will be rounded up 
tomorrow with the election of the national executive 
Officers of the party. 


Meanwhile, the SDP [Social Democratic Party] has just 
picked the three candidates moving on to the second 
round of voting in the last stage of the presidential 
primaries. Chief Moshood Abiola emerged the winner in 
the first round of voting. He received 3,617 votes, 392 
more than second-placed Ambassador Baba Gana Kin- 
gibe who got 3,225 votes. Alhaji Atiku Abubakar was 
third with 2,066 votes. NTA news correspondent Chris 
Ngu reports that counting in the first ballot began at 9:20 
last night and was concluded at about 7 this evening, 
amounting to about 20 hours of counting. Already, the 
preliminaries for the second round have started, but 
reports from Jos indicate that delegates to the conven- 
tion are expressing fears that an extension of the three- 
day convention will be inevitable. 


SDP Chooses Abiola 


AB3003 121393 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] Chief Moshood Abiola has emerged the presiden- 
tial candidate of the Social Democratic Party [SDP]. In a 
keenly contested second round ballot, in which one of 
the three winners of the first round ballot withdrew, 
Chief Abiola polled 2,683 votes to beat the only other 
contestant, Ambassador Baba Gana Kingibe, who scored 
2,456 votes. 


Correspondent Chris Ngu reported with 30 minutes to 
the commencement of voting in the second round ballot, 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, who was third in the first round, 
withdrew from the race. 


Altogether, 5,215 delegates were accredited to vote in the 
second round. There were 65 abstentions, and |! votes 
were declared invalid. 


Ambassador Baba Gana Kingibe accepted the result 
which was announced by the chairman of the National 
Caretaker Committee, Air Vice Marshal Ishaya Shakari, 
and congratulated Chief Abiola. He promised to give his 
best to the party to ensure victory for the SDP in the 


In his acceptance speech, Chief Moshood Abiola, prom- 
ised Nigerians hope, trust, anc confidence if he is elected 
president. He was later presented with the party's presi- 
dential flag by Air Vice Marshal Ishaya Shakari. 


WEST AFRICA 29 


Sierra Leone 


Foreign Affairs Minister on Relations With Britain 
AB3003 114693 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 2000 
GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] The secretary of state for foreign affairs, Dr. 

Mohamed Lamin Kamara, has described recent talks in 
London with British Government officials as friendly, 
frank, and encouraging. Dr. Kamara, who has just 
returned from London with the NPRC [National Provi- 
sional Ruling Council] secretary general and public rela- 
tions officer, (Lieutenant Karisu Kargo), predicted that 
relations with Britain will be normalized very soon 
pending the degree of goodwill and understanding shown 
at the various levels of discussion. 


The foreign secretary said that Sierra Leone is now 
addressing itself to issues that are of concern to Britain as 
each side had stated its own point of view at the talks. 
The foreign secretary noted that the Sierra Leone dele- 
gation met some understanding in its discussions with 
the British minister for overseas development, Baroness 
Lynda Chalker, and other foreign and Commonwealth 
officials. 


Government Troops Recapture Pujehun 29 Mar 


AB3003 193393 Paris AFP in English 1809 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Freetown, March 30 (AFP) - Sierra Leone govern- 
ment troops have recaptured the southeastern town of 
Pujehun from rebels of the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF), military sources said here Tuesday [30 March]. 


The army Monday seized the town, 210 kilometres (125 
miles) southeast of Freetown, from the RUF led by 
Corporal Foday Sankoh, which had seized Puyehun 
overnight Thursday in a surprise attack. 


“Many rebels were killed” in the counter-attack, the 
military sources said. It was the third time the town was 
retaken from the RUF since its insurrection began two 


years ago. 


Army Chief-of-Staff Jusu Gottor earlier said soldiers 
killed 50 members of the RUF on Monday at Kortuma 
near Bunumbu, one of the towns controlled by the RUF. 
which is said to be backed by the National Patriotic 
Front (NPFL) rebels in neighbouring Liberia. 


According to Brigadier Gottor, an attacking rebel force 
numbered between |.000 and 2.000 men. 


A military spokesman said that reinforcements and arms 
were rushed to the embattled areas on Tuesday. 


»” WEST AFRICA 


Togo 


Oppesition Leader on 23 Mar Attack, Officers’ Executions 


AB3003 191093 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1230 
GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] The tension between Ghana and Togo remains 
high. Togo is convinced that Ghana is involved in the atiack 
perpetrated last week against the residence of President 
Eyadema, an attack which resulted in the killing of five 
people—according to a latest balance-sheet—including two 
close aides of the Togolese head of state. The Lome author- 
ities later stated clearly that the opposition leader, Gilchrist 
Olympio, who is reportedly behind last week's action, has 
been receiving full support from Accra. [passage omitted] 


Gilchrist Olympio’s reaction was swift. He said that he is 
used to such accusations from the Togolese authorities, 
thus denying the accusations made against him by the 
Togolese Government. Gilchrist Olympio, who was con- 
tacted by telephone a short while ago by our reporter 
Mohamed Yessoufou, thinks that the Togolese authori- 
ties are at their wits’ end: 


[Begin Gilchrist recording] First of all, | must say that 
the Togolese Government, and Mr. Natchaba, in partic- 
ular, are short of ideas, because they have been making 


FBIS-AFR-93-060 
31 March 1993 


the same accusations for almost 25 years now. They 
always talk about the recruitment of mercenaries. They 
talk about plots, and attempts on the life of General 
Eyadema, but we are surprised that he is still alive. In 
any case, these are accusations but serious accusations 
anyway [words indistinct] because Mr. Natchaba is not 
viewed in or out of Togo as a very responsible person. 
Moreover, he is a member of an illegal government 
because the prime minister was appointed by a presiden- 
tial decree, contrary to the provisions of our Constitu- 
tion, which the people voted for massively and which 
was promulgated by the head of state himself. Conse- 
quently, we, members of the democratic opposition, do 
not recognize either the government or Mr. Natchaba 
Ouattara. So, that is our stand. [passage omitted] 


However, we are prepared to cooperate fully if General 
Eyadema accepts an international commission of 
inquiry and we feel that General Eyadema should stop 
the criminal acts being perpetrated in Togo now. We 
learned this morning there has been a large scale shake- 
up within the army. Several senior officers have been 
summarily executed, including several officers from Mr. 
Eyadema’s tribe. One wonders whether this attempt on 
his life was not a ploy by the general himself, his friends. 
and a government which 1s tired itself. [end recording] 
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